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Andrew Henry/WTML

We believe that woods and trees enhance people’s everyday lives and livelihoods – even if they are unaware of their benefits or immune to
their beauty and utility.
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Coed Cadw’s vision of how woods and trees
can benefit Wales
Everyone benefits from trees, woods and forests – even if they never see or touch a tree, or walk in a
wood. We all rely on the natural world to supply us with the essentials of life, such as clean air, water,
food and fuel. Trees offer other riches too: our lives would be far poorer without their place in our
landscapes, literature, language and livelihoods. Our spiritual and practical connections with trees and
woods go back thousands of years but, for many people, are now lost.
It’s time to build a new cultural connection with trees and woods to bring them back into all our lives.

Looking to the future
Our ambition is a shared vision of a Wales rich in
native woods and trees, enjoyed and valued by
everyone. This means wooded landscapes, rich in
nature’s diversity and complexity, more able to
bounce back from the worst that climate change,
pests and diseases, and other pressures can throw
at them. It also means places which are beautiful,
inspiring, accessible, productive and relevant to
everyone; healthier places in which to live and work;
providing space to relax, reflect and recharge, away
from the increasingly fast paced lives we now lead.
And it means protecting the many characteristic and
special species associated with woodland, some of
which may hold the key to important scientific and
medical advances.

Welsh woods support an impressive array of habitats
and species reflecting a varied geology, landscape
and climate and provide internationally important
strongholds for oak woods, bluebell woods and
ancient trees. Just as distinctive and important
are the networks of hedges and trees and the
traditional wood pasture of coedcae and ffridd that
so characterise the Welsh farming landscape.
Pine martens are an iconic woodland species, once common
throughout Wales. The Woodland Trust is helping fund a project
by the Vincent Wildlife Trust which aims to bring pine martens
from Scotland to an area of mid Wales that still retains a tiny by
struggling population. The aim is to establish a viable, thriving
population in the woodlands of mid Wales.
Bill Cuthbert/Vincent Wildlife Trust

We think this is achievable and necessary to
meet the aspirations of the Well-being of Future
Generations Act1 and the Environment (Wales) Bill2,
but it requires a step change in responding to and
managing the pressures that our trees and woods
are under and which degrade the productivity and
biodiversity of our woodlands.

agendas. Even more important, in terms of value
to our society and economy, are the other services
woodlands provide, including protection of water
resources, recreational value and biodiversity.
Factoring in these benefits means a typical urban
woodland is worth £130,000 per hectare, and a
lowland broadleaved woodland £150,000 per ha4.

The state of woods and trees in
Wales
The Welsh Government’s strategy Woodlands for
Wales3 correctly highlights the diverse environments
that woodlands create and the superb opportunities
for people, businesses and biodiversity that they
offer. The timber they yield is a key renewable
resource that helps to lock up carbon, has a very
low carbon footprint and helps to support our
sustainable development and climate change
www.assembly.wales/research%20documents/14-043%20wellbeing%20bill%20summary/14-043.pdf
www.assembly.wales/Research%20Documents/15-030-Environment/15-030.pdf
3
naturalresources.wales/media/2985/woodlands-for-wales-strategy.pdf
4
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100523043/RR-WT-060315-economic-benefits-woodland.pdf
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Rapid environmental changes continue to put
pressure on our trees, woods and forests. There
are threats from increasing numbers of new pests
and diseases and other invasive species; pollution;
overgrazing; changes in land use and more intensive
management; and physical losses of natural
woodland assets driven by a short term economic
gain rather than sustainable growth.
Climate change is leading to increasing global
temperatures, with shifting weather patterns, and
more extreme events such as droughts, floods and
storms. This affects the natural range of species;
some may respond in different ways and this will also
affect the relationships between them.
Over centuries, many natural habitats have been
cleared to make way for plantation forestry,
farming and development. Now, wildlife-rich areas,
including ancient woods, are often small, few and far
between and isolated from one another by hostile
spaces, such as intensively managed land. This
fragmentation makes wildlife vulnerable because
it is more difficult for wildlife to move in response
to environmental change; smaller areas of habitat
support fewer species and have less genetic diversity.
Wales has just 15 per cent woodland cover, far less
than almost every other European country.

Rory Francis/WTML

The use of local wood as fuel is not just a major economic benefit
that can be derived from woodland, but also an effective means of
reducing net CO2 emissions.

Coed Cadw’s vision for trees,
woods and people
Everyone’s lives are touched by trees, woods and
forests in some shape or form, with their enduring,
widespread benefits being passed down through
generations. This places a responsibility on our
generation to act in support of them and secure
them for the future.
We believe that woods and trees enhance people’s
everyday lives and livelihoods – even if they are
unaware of their benefits or immune to their beauty
and utility. Everyone is entitled to the universal and
specific benefits which trees deliver, and forging closer
social, environmental and economic connections with
woods and trees will make our lives richer.
We believe that securing the future of Wales’s
woodland requires a combined approach of
protecting the irreplaceable, restoring that
which is damaged and degraded, supporting high
value and sustainable timber production, and
adding new and diverse woods to our depleted
landscapes – new woods that can buffer, extend
and link our fragmented habitats to build more
resilient landscapes. These actions are mutually
interdependent and supportive, and help woods to
link into nature’s bigger picture too.
In 2014 we raised the idea of a UK Charter for woods,
trees and people, to articulate and safeguard for the
future the benefits to society brought by woods and
trees. The extremely positive response we received led
us to conclude that there is a strong feeling that such
a Charter is needed, and now is the right time to build
it. We have invited a host of organisations to join us,
and throughout 2016 we will work together to deliver
a programme of events and communications aimed
at building a UK-wide people movement for trees, and
a Charter that genuinely reflects UK society’s feelings
and hopes for the future regarding woods and trees.
The environmental challenge is huge and we need
to work together to adapt for change because the
environment is now everyone’s business. We endorse
the Welsh Government’s commitment to sustainable
development and integrated natural resource
management5 and suggest that part of what is
necessary is more local decision-making, including fieldlevel decisions made in partnership with landowners.
This principle underpins much of what we propose.
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gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/150223-three-bills-diagram-en.pdf
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Creating landscapes better
suited to the environmental
challenges of the future
A step change is required to nurture the important
role that woods and trees play in tackling the impacts
of our changing environment, from negating the
impact of flooding, to improving our air and water
quality, and providing sustainable, low carbon
building materials and fuel. As well as being fully
recognised and legally binding in climate change
policy, this step change should also be apparent in the
implementation of Glastir land management grants.

A landscape rich in trees
The Welsh Government should develop its far-sighted
commitment to sustainable land management
that is now enshrined in the Environment (Wales)
Act, recognising how a substantial increase in tree
cover and new woodland is necessary to achieving
policy objectives relating to carbon budgets, farming
resilience, sustainable timber production, water
supply and recreation biodiversity.
We are calling for the adoption of the
recommended option in the Government’s Climate
Change Strategy for Wales to increase the average
planting rate from about 500 ha to 5,000 ha per
annum maintained over 20 years6. We endorse the

approach advocated by Wales Environment Link
in their context and principles paper on woodland
creation in Wales7 and we suggest below a diverse
variety of mechanisms that can contribute to
achieving this and other policy goals.

Enhancing resilience in farming
Changing weather patterns, soil degradation and
new pests and diseases all threaten farm and forest
productivity, as well as biodiversity. We need a climate
change adaptation plan to increase resilience in the
face of these pressures, and especially to help absorb
C02 from the atmosphere. There are three essential
steps we are asking the Welsh Government to take:Amend its interpretation of the EU regulations
on the Basic Payment Scheme. These currently
penalise Welsh farmers for having clusters of
trees on their land, and directly undermine the
Welsh Government’s aim of encouraging farmers
to plant more trees on their farms.
Ensure that all parts of the Glastir scheme are
tree and woodland friendly and understand the
contribution that trees can make while efficiently
enabling landowners to participate. Glastir must
provide realistic incentives to plant and manage
woods and trees, including farm woods, wood
pasture, shelterbelts and hedges; that enhance
farm sustainability by providing shade, shelter

Trees can play a valuable role in sheltering livestock from the summer heat, yet the Welsh Government’s interpretation of EU rules penalises
farmers for having tree clusters on their land.
Rory Francis/WTML
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gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/101006ccstratfinalen.pdf
www.waleslink.org/sites/default/files/WEL_Woodland_Creation_in_Wales_paper_May14.pdf
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and biomass, help to manage flood risk and
reduce soil erosion and diffuse pollution. It should
at least be possible for Welsh farmers to follow
the example of the Pontbren Scheme8 in northern
Powys, planting thousands of trees in the form of
shelterbelts and hedgerows so as to manage their
farms better, without being penalised under the
farm subsidy system.
Invest in a new community of multi-skilled land
management advisors and facilitators, able to
meet and discuss measures with landowners
on their land and provide on-going support and
encouragement for flexible multi-purpose plans
that deliver policy outcomes and fully exploit the
contribution of trees and woodland.

Making landscapes resilient to tree
pests and diseases
The rapid rise in tree pests and diseases affecting
woodlands and landscapes across the UK is an issue
that requires an urgent and sustained response in
Wales, co-ordinated with actions in the other UK
countries.
Mechanisms to enable this, such as the

Observatree partnership9, need to be fostered by
the Government working in partnership with the
voluntary and business sector.
Large scale felling of larch to limit the spread of
Phytopthora is affecting the recovery of ancient
woodland sites in south Wales. A review of
responses to date would be useful to help avoid
future problems.
We are calling on Natural Resources Wales
(NRW) and others to source only UK-grown
tree and shrub planting stock for all planting.
The Woodland Trust is guaranteeing this by
commissioning tree nurseries to grow UK seed up
to three years in advance and we call on others to
support the nursery industry in the same way.
Our research suggests that even minimal tree
loss from hedgerows and field margins would
have a huge impact on the ecological connectivity
of the landscape, and potentially become a
significant road safety hazard. Further steps
to understand these impacts and identify
appropriate early action (eg planting replacement
trees) is needed rapidly.

Philip Formby/WTML

In November 2015 the Woodland Trust provided over 26,000 native trees for free to schools and voluntary groups around Wales, for them to
plant to improve the environment in their local area. The Trust does this regularly, every Autumn and Spring, and all trees provided are grown
in the UK, so as to minimise the risk of tree diseases being brought into any of the countries of the UK.

6

8

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100263187/rr-wt-71014-pontbren-project-2014.pdf?cb=da2f6c8c51244ec487204cf9449ac0bd
9
www.observatree.org.uk

Rory Francis/WTML

Wales’s ancient woodland is protected by Welsh planning policy, but threats continue. Here, near Dolgellau, the Welsh Government built a
new road through an area of irreplaceable ancient woodland.

Real protection for ancient woods
and trees
Wales’ ancient woodland is the richest, most valuable
habitat for wildlife we have, covering less than five
per cent of the land area. Despite being protected
in planning policy, real threats continue, even as
a result of developments promoted by the Welsh
Government itself. Moreover, there is no statutory
protection for Wales’ ancient and heritage trees, a
vital and much valued element of our heritage.
We call on the Welsh Government to reaffirm its
commitment to protecting all ancient woodland
from significant damage and take action to
strengthen the protection for genuinely ancient
and heritage trees, including establishing a
register for important trees. This should include
providing positive support for their sensitive
management where this is required.

Restoring woodland biodiversity
We welcome the Welsh Government’s embedding of
the UN principles of the ecosystem approach into
natural resource management and we agree with
the need for biodiversity conservation to go “beyond
protection”. For woodland, the biodiversity priority is
10

www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs/biodiversity

reversing the biodiversity losses in all those ancient
woods that have been converted to low diversity
plantations. Such woods can also still contribute to
sustainable long-term timber production within the
requirements of the UK Forest Standard10. We call on
the Welsh Government to:Continue to ensure the protection of irreplaceable
habitats and characteristic species as an
essential component of a wider biodiversity
conservation strategy that ensures resilience
and adaptation.
Provide constructive and engaging mechanisms
which effectively incentivise the voluntary
participation of private landowners in proactive
conservation and restoration, including providing
effective support through Glastir for the
restoration of privately owned woodlands.
Require NRW to demonstrate measurable
recovery in the biodiversity of ancient woodlands
and other priority habitats throughout the public
forest estate.
Require NRW, as the regulator, to ensure it has a
robust process for demonstrating that work covered
by approved grants and consents is delivered in
compliance with the UK Forest Standard.
7

Holding back the waters

More woods and trees where people live

Our publication Holding back the waters. describes
how trees can provide a sustainable and low
maintenance solution to lessening the risk of
flooding. Trees also help maintain water quality
and reduce pollution by particulates and fertilisers.
To realise this potential we call on the Welsh
Government to:11

Plan for the planting of at least 10 million trees
over the next five years to reduce flood risk to
thousands of homes across the country, by
creating hedges, tree belts and wooded areas
targeted where they will best help soak up rainfall
and slow down water runoff.
Put in place lead facilitators to drive the creation
of land management plans for target river
catchments, by guiding the application of Glastir
grants in a prioritised and integrated way.

A ground-breaking report published by NRW shows
that some of our towns are full of trees but others
have few.12 Compelling international evidence
demonstrates the massive health and well-being
benefits afforded by tree-filled green space,13 and
in Wales ground-breaking projects such as Actif
Woods Wales and the Come Outside! programme
are demonstrating tangible health gains. Woods and
trees belong at the heart of a regeneration for all,
especially considering that social deprivation is often
associated with poor environmental quality and low
tree cover. New developments should incorporate
tree-filled space,14 using it to raise expectations
for attractive and healthy living environments,
reinvigorate our Victorian legacy of urban parks and
provide practical benefits such as helping manage
storm water run-off.

Mike Richards

Coed Cadw is calling on the Welsh Government to support the planting of at least 10 million trees over the next five years to reduce flood
risk to thousands of homes across the country. Here, a buffer strip has been planted alongside a stream on a farm in Powys, which should
intercept overland flows of surface water during heavy rainfall as well as protecting the watercourse against diffuse pollution.
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www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100263595/pp-wt-2014-holding-back-the-waters.pdf?cb=da2f6c8c51244ec487204cf9449ac0bd
12
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/media/4123/tree-cover-in-wales-towns-and-cities-2014-study.pdf
13
nhsforest.org/evidence
14
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100631140/pg-wt-300615-residential-developments.pdf?cb=093f261286fd4fdc8befda998e4b7c11
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Rory Francis/WTML

Coed Cadw calls on the Welsh Government to work to support the aspiration that every city, town and village in Wales should benefit from
at least 20 per cent tree cover.

We call on the Welsh Government to establish
a challenge fund for tree planting to improve
the environment where people live and work
to support the aspiration that every city, town
and village in Wales should benefit from at least
20 per cent tree coverage, matching the leafy
suburbs which are seen as the best places to live.

This should particularly support the planting of
native trees, which can provide a habitat and
nectar source for pollinators, and also fruit trees,
which will provide a sustainable source of food.
No major new car park should be permitted unless
it incorporates green drainage solutions to assist
water percolation and reduce the ‘heat island’ effect.

Rory Francis/WTML

Coed Cadw believes that no major new car park should be permitted unless it incorporates green drainage solutions to assist water
percolation and reduce the ‘heat island’ effect.
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Valuing recreation in woodlands

Future generations: A tree for every child

The Office for National Statistics has recently
estimated that the value to our economy of
recreational access to woodland is nearly 10 times
that of the value of timber outputs15. This is just
one example of the multiple benefits that woodlands
provide that are not reflected in income received
by woodland owners. We call on the Welsh
Government to:–

The Welsh Government, through its PLANT!16
initiative already funds a tree for every child born
or adopted in Wales. We believe much more could be
done to build the connection between children and
woods and trees. We invite the Welsh Government to:–
Re-commit to and work with NRW and ourselves
to reinvigorate the PLANT! Project.

Recognise the value of this and other non-market
woodland services in the accounts for the public
forest estate and the way its forest estate is valued.

Use the foundation phase of the national curriculum
to ensure every child has a chance to plant a tree
themselves and support Forest Schools.

Provide more support for managed recreational
access by private landowners, and provide
financial support for voluntary agreements
to ensure access to all large areas of private
forestry.

Continue to work with us to involve schools in the
planting of trees to mark the centenary of the
First World War and fully developing the Plant!
component of our First World War centenary
woodland at Ffos Las in Carmarthenshire.

Coed Cadw believes much more should be done to build the connection between children and woods and trees. Here, children plant trees at Coed
Ysgubor Wen in Gwynedd as part as part of the Welsh Government’s Plant! initiative.
Rory Francis/WTML

www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/environmental/uk-environmental-accounts/2015/stb-environmental-accounts-2015.html#tab-Woodland-ecosystem-asset-and-services-accounts
gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/forestry/plantatree/?lang=en
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A public forest estate that is a worldleading exemplar of sustainable
development
Covering nearly six per cent of the land area of
Wales, the Welsh Government’s forest estate is a
vitally important asset that provides huge benefits
for the people of Wales. We commend the Welsh
Government’s commitment to retaining it as a public
asset but suggest it could do still more to use it
as an exemplar of sustainable multi-purpose land
management, delivering more diverse ecosystem
service benefits, recreational opportunities and
supporting a vibrant and successful forestry and
timber industry. We invite the Welsh Government to:-

Diversify the forests to increase resilience
and meet multiple objectives, taking the
opportunity created by the devastation caused by
Phytophthora ramorum to do this.
Ensure that the highest biodiversity value
component of the estate, the 20 per cent of it that
comprises ancient woodland or plantations on
ancient woodland sites, is in a restoration process
that will protect and enhance all the irreplaceable
features that characterise ancient woodland.
Use the estate to support community and not-forprofit enterprises.

Be transparent in judgement of where public
interest lies and in the choices made to balance
economic, social and environmental objectives.
Ross D Evans

The tree canopy cover in Porthmadog is 20 per cent, adding hugely to the quality of life of local residents and visitors alike.

The Woodland Trust Wales
3 Cooper’s Yard
Cardiff
CF10 5NB
0292 002 7732
wales@woodlandtrust.org.uk
woodlandtrust.org.uk/wales
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