Protect the
trees and woodland
you love today, for
tomorrow and
forever
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Fingle Woods in Devon has directly benefited
from gifts kindly left in wills.
Ben Lee/WTPL
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‘

Standing up for woods
and trees

We need trees. They purify the air. They reduce flooding. They provide shade and shelter
and support an amazing range of wildlife. We love them because they are beautiful and
re-connect us with our natural world; a world that’s ever harder to find.
And they need us. The Woodland Trust stands up for
woods and trees. We give them a voice when no-one
else is listening. We protect them when they are
threatened and restore them when they have been
neglected and exploited.

‘

Did you know that there are more threats to our
woods and trees today than ever before? One hundred
irreplaceable ancient woods have been lost in the
last decade alone, more than 600 ancient woods are
currently under threat, and 100,000 miles of hedgerow
have been destroyed.

Mrs J Mann intends to kindly
leave a gift in her will, because...

…my five grandchildren
will have fewer and
fewer woods to marvel
at if people do not
support the Trust. Long
may you continue.

The threats come from all directions – expansion of roads, railways and airports; new
housing; tree diseases; weak protection from the law; and often just sheer complacency.
And when woodland disappears, the plants and wildlife that depend on them do too.

‘

‘

We wouldn’t be where we are today without
gifts in wills as they enable us to think big
in our ambitions to stand up for trees and
woods. Thank you to everyone who thinks
of the Woodland Trust – you’re making a
decision now that will make a huge difference
to our woods well into the future.
Vicky Furnival

Gifts in Wills Manager, the Woodland Trust

A legacy helped improve access in beautiful Skipton Castle
Woods in North Yorkshire – opening up the wood to everyone.
WTML
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In the last 50 years,
60% of our animal and
plant species have
declined due to habitat
loss and fragmentation
of woodland, with
many endangered and
some facing extinction.
Take the hedgehog for
example. There are 90%
fewer today than in
the 1950s, with over a
Hedgehog
third lost in the last 10
Northeastwildlife.co.uk
years alone. Not seeing
so many butterflies
nowadays? That’s probably because 72% of our butterfly
species have declined since 2005. Birds are being hit hard too,
with 44 million breeding birds lost since the 1960s, and that’s
just the tip of the iceberg.
But it’s not all doom
and gloom! The Trust is
fighting for the future
of our woods, trees and
wildlife and with the help
of vital legacies, we are
winning battles.

Gifts kindly left in wills
fund at least a quarter
of all our activities and
are our largest single
source of income.

We now own more than 1,000 wildlife-rich native woods
across the UK, and are the UK’s largest woodland conservation
charity. As our voice becomes louder and our expertise
increasingly recognised, we will have even more influence to get
things done.
All of our woods are free to visit, and open to everyone to enjoy.
Many are ancient woods and Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI). We have also planted millions of native trees – more
than any other UK conservation organisation. Our aim is to see
a UK rich in woods and trees, enjoyed and valued by everyone.
None of this would be possible without our supporters, and
especially those who have thoughtfully remembered the
Woodland Trust in their wills.

Legacies were instrumental in helping us to acquire
Heartwood Forest in Hertfordshire – see page 13.
Judith Parry/WTML
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How gifts in wills
make a real difference
Legacies are at the heart of everything we do; whether creating, protecting or
restoring woods across the country.
Gifts generously left in wills have enabled us to:
• plant hundreds of thousands of trees
• protect thousands of acres of precious ancient woodland
• inspire new generations to enjoy and nurture woods and wildlife
along with many other projects, large and small, which all help to enhance and protect
our native woodland.
Over the years we’ve heard many reasons why people choose to leave a legacy to the
Woodland Trust, and a few of them are highlighted below:
“Woods are tranquil and beautiful places in a busy and increasingly
concrete world, and I want to ensure they live on.”
“I want future generations to be able to create magical childhood memories,
just as I did.”
“Everyone should have the chance to connect with nature.”
“I am so happy to know my legacy will help save our richest habitat and
vulnerable wildlife.”
“Trees and woodland are our best defence against global climate change.”
Ben Lee/WTML

Whatever the reason, every single gift provides vital
support for our most precious wildlife habitat in these
challenging times.
Of course, we absolutely understand that, quite rightly,
your loved ones come first; but perhaps you might also
consider leaving a gift in your will to the Woodland
Trust. No matter what its size, your gift will really
make a positive impact and a lasting difference to
our precious UK woods and trees and the wildlife
they support.
What’s more, leaving a legacy won’t cost a penny now
and can even save tax on what you leave.
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Leaving a gift in your will could help
keep woodland alive
If you do choose to remember the Woodland Trust in this valuable way – thank you.
Obviously, choosing to leave a gift in your will is a very personal decision, but we would very
much appreciate it if you could let us know whether you are planning to do so by completing
and returning the confidential pledge form on page 30. It is not binding in any way and any
information supplied will, of course, be treated confidentially, but it will:

• ensure that future mailings are more relevant to you
• allow us to show you our appreciation
• be tremendously useful in helping us plan for the future.

81p in every pound is spent on
our charitable aims:

Ms G Kennedy told us:

81p

‘

Protecting,
restoring
and creating
woodland

I want to help protect what’s left
of the countryside as my legacy to
this planet and to my family.
8

19p

Fundraising
and governance

Woods which have directly benefited
from legacies
Gifts in wills are pivotal to everything we do – from fighting development threats and
restoring damaged ancient woodland, to acquiring new sites and planting native trees.
These maps show over 200 woods across the UK that have directly benefited from gifts
generously left to the Woodland Trust in wills. We call them our legacy woods.
Many of these wonderful woodlands only exist because of
extraordinary people – just like you – who remembered
the Woodland Trust in their will.
Here are just a few examples of the vital role that
legacies play in the work of the Woodland Trust and
the incredible impact they have on our unique wooded
landscape and the wildlife that depends on it.

Scotland

Glen Finglas, in the heart of Loch Lomond and the
Great Trossachs National Park, is the largest of
our woods at 10,000 acres (4,070 hectares). For
more than 200 years, visitors have been drawn by
a landscape often described as the highlands in
miniature; all the contrasts of mountains and water
but on an intimate scale. Three separate legacies have
supported our restoration of this beautiful habitat – one
of the most significant woodland regeneration projects of
recent times.
A phoenix oak tree (a new tree growing from a fallen one) at Crinan Wood
WTML

Glen Finglas
Crinan Wood
Glasgow

Edinburgh

Crinan Wood
is an incredible
place. With its moist, warm
climate it is home to a vast variety of
lush ferns, lichens and bryophytes and
24 species of breeding bird, including
buzzard, treecreeper, redstart and
wood warbler. Though rich in wildlife, it
desperately needed a helping hand. A
legacy funded a regeneration programme
that has given the wood a new lease of
life, allowing vulnerable native species to
thrive once again.
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Northern England
Hackfall in North Yorkshire
was once an 18th century garden, Great Knott Wood Hackfall
created as a ‘beautiful wilderness’.
Sadly, it had become very run down
Skipton Castle Woods
and uncared for before the Woodland
Leeds
Trust took over its management.
Since then however, gifts in wills Liverpool
Sheffield
have helped fund a spectacular
Wheeldon Copse
restoration, and now the site is back
to its former glory, with grottos, follies,
footpaths, fountains and waterfalls.
Hackfall
Michelle Blackburn/WTML

Hackfall is a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), and the Trust’s sensitive management has conserved the
fragile habitats along the steep hillsides for future generations.

Wheeldon Copse in Cheshire is a wonderful new wood named after its benefactor, Leslie
Wheeldon. Leslie’s exceptional legacy unlocked support from other funders and enabled
us to purchase this special site at auction. With the help of local volunteers, the land was
planted with a mix of broadleaf species including oak, birch and rowan.
Wildflower seeds were also sown as part of an innovative experiment to suppress invasive
weeds and help give the young trees a start. The result was a stunning riot of wild flowers in
blue, pink, red, white and yellow throughout the summer. The overwhelming success of this
scheme resulted in it spreading to other Trust woods in partnership with Landlife, a fellow
conservation charity.
Wheeldon Copse
WTML
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Once revived, Great Knott will be a lasting, living
tribute to the kind supporter who remembered the
Woodland Trust in their will, enabling us to purchase
and restore this special woodland.

‘

We’ve been working hard in Great Knott Wood to
restore this 103-acre (42-hectare) planted ancient
woodland. By removing the dense conifer, we’ve
rescued magnificent old native yew and oak trees,
and helped species such as bluebell, wood sorrel
and wild garlic to spread and thrive alongside
regenerating ash and birch saplings.

Great Knott Wood
David Rodway/WTML

‘

Janet Phillips is happy that her
legacy will...

...help to leave
something positive after
I’m gone. Saving a wood,
or bringing it back to
life, is a very worthwhile
investment in the future
for country and planet.
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Wales

Beaulieu Wood
WTML

Beaulieu Wood is a vital
Aberystwyth
piece in a complex mosaic
of ancient woods in the
Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB).
Planted with conifers,
Beaulieu Wood
it had been cast into
darkness and was
Wentwood
saved by a single legacy
Carrdiff
Ca
which released matched
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Its proximity to five
other Woodland Trust sites allows us to operate on the scale
so urgently needed by wildlife to combat climate change and
habitat destruction.

Historical Wentwood is a unique 872-acre (353-hectare) site in Newport and was once a
hunting preserve of Chepstow Castle. Planted with conifers, it is part of the largest block
of Welsh ancient woodland, and a wildlife haven containing dormice, adders, lizards, deer,
woodland birds – including the nightjar – and some amazing wood ant nests. Alongside an
extraordinary fundraising appeal, four gifts in wills were crucial in acquiring Wentwood.
Speed was of the essence and being able to immediately apply these gifts was vital.
Without them, the chance to restore the forest may have been lost forever.
Wentwood
WTML/John Sorrell
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Central England

One of our most exciting woodland creation
projects is Heartwood Forest, which will become
the largest new native forest in England once
planting is completed. The 858-acre (347-hectare)
site on former farmland lies just north of
St Albans in Hertfordshire. It contains four
small remnants of ancient woodland, which the
new planting will link up, buffer and protect –
increasing valuable habitats for wildlife. Gifts
in wills have provided more than a quarter of all
the funds raised to date, and were instrumental
in acquiring this very special site and supporting
the extensive work required.

‘

‘

I always find it staggering that
such a huge proportion of the
Trust’s income comes from those
who kindly thought about us
when writing their wills. Gifts
like this make a huge difference.
From creating new woods to
protecting precious habitats and
engaging children with our work,
each one plays a valuable role.
Sara Wood

Wild flowers at Heartwood Forest
WTML/Judith Parry

Since 2009 more than 550,000 native
trees have been planted, with tens
of thousands more planned. The site
also features a community orchard,
arboretum, wildflower meadows and
miles of footpaths and bridleways.
Volunteers are monitoring populations of
plants and wildlife, and the numbers of
many species of butterfly and bird have
already increased.

Regional Development Officer, the Woodland Trust

Heartwood volunteer mammal monitoring
Judith Parry/WTML

Birmingham

Priestley Wood
Heartwood Forest

London
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Priestley Wood’s timber records date back to
the Middle Ages, and it is home to the finest
ancient coppices in Suffolk. Gifts in wills have
helped fund a number of programmes in this
wonderful wood.
A Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),
cherry, hornbeam and small-leaved lime stand
among the oak, ash, hazel and clutches of rare
elms to create spectacular autumn colour. Over
130 plant species have been recorded here,
including early purple orchid and huge swathes
of bluebell.
Nightingale and several species of bat breed
in the wood, and the reintroduction of the
elusive dormouse has led to a healthy and
growing population.

‘

‘

Priestley Wood
WTML

I am truly amazed by
the generosity of those
who leave us a gift in
their will. It’s one of
the most meaningful
ways to ensure that
this country’s wonderful
woodland is looked after
when they’ve gone.
Jane Ward

Site Manager (central England),
the Woodland Trust
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Early purple orchid
Ben Lee/WTML

Southern England

London

Victory Wood

Fingle Woods
Houndtor

‘

Fingle Woods owes its future to nine separate gifts
in wills, alongside a successful fundraising campaign
and partnership with the National Trust, to secure this
important 825-acre (334-hectare) ancient woodland site.
Three gifts in wills helped rescue Houndtor, a 60-acre
(24-hectare) ancient wood within the Bovey Valley woods
complex in Dartmoor National Park. Planted non-native
conifers had blocked out light and were suffocating much
of the wildlife. Ancient woodland seed banks are only
thought to survive for 50 years and once they have expired,
the chance of natural regeneration dies with them.

‘

Bristol

I am so grateful to
these wonderful people
whose forethought will
benefit woods and wildlife
for generations to come.
David Rickwood

Site Manager (Devon), the Woodland Trust

Fingle Woods
Ben Lee/WTML
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The kind forethought of a few special people quite literally saved
Houndtor in the nick of time. And by thinning the non-native conifers
and bringing light back to the woodland floor, the native plants are
able to thrive once more.
Gifts in wills were essential in saving 347 acres (140 hectares) in
Kent from becoming a landfill site, and now Victory Wood is a
growing, young woodland. At its heart is a living interpretation of
the Battle of Trafalgar, including trees marking the footprint of
HMS Victory, a line of oaks representing the Franco-Spanish fleet,
and several dramatic sculptures.
In 2005, sea cadets planted trees to mark the 200th anniversary
of the battle, and these, along with the thousands planted since,
join up ancient woodland and extend wildlife habitats.

Admiral Nelson sculpture
at Victory Wood.
WTML

Northern Ireland

Gifts in wills are helping fund Brackfield Wood,
our First World War Centenary Wood just outside
Derry/Londonderry. So far, 22,000 trees have been
planted with the help of the local community, and by
the time it’s finished, 40,000 trees will stand in tribute
to those who lost their lives across Ireland during the
First World War.
Brackfield nestles between two other Trust woods,
Oaks Wood and Killaloo Wood. The new planting will create a
continuous wooded landscape across the valley, providing homes
for wildlife, such as kingfishers, dippers, red squirrels and otters.
Brackfield Wood
Michael Cooper/WTML

16

Brackfield Wood

Belfast

Legacies in action
Whatever their size, each gift left to the Woodland
Trust makes a real difference and we are very grateful
for each and every one. However, legacies free from
any restrictions are particularly important as they
can be directed to where they are most urgently
needed at that time.
Penn Wood and Low Burnhall are both wonderful
examples of legacies like these in action. Alongside
a strongly-supported fundraising campaign, five
gifts in wills left to general funds helped save Penn
from becoming a golf course and rescued it for
future generations.
At 436 acres (176 hectares), it is one of Britain’s last
remaining large areas of ancient woodland.
Set in the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), it contains rare habitats and a host
of threatened and uncommon species.

Tony Burgoyne, a volunteer ancient tree verifier for
the Woodland Trust, teaches local school children
about the ancient trees at Low Burnhall.
Michael Cooper/WTML

Three crucial legacies, given for general charitable purposes, were instrumental in securing
Low Burnhall in County Durham at auction. Gifts like these are particularly vital in urgent
situations as fundraising appeals simply can’t be completed in time. Magnificent, ancient
semi-natural woodland already occupied the steep slopes and we’ve added to this by
planting tens of thousands of native trees, sowing wild flowers for diversity and colour, and
creating new paths, rides and open spaces.
Legacies free of restrictions play a central role in everything we do, and here are a few
examples of the kind of projects they could support:
• Our Centenary Woods initiative, which is creating a living legacy for all who
served in the First World War. All four sites are benefiting from gifts kindly
left in wills.
• The campaign to save bluebell-rich Mantle’s Wood in the Chilterns from being
bulldozed for the HS2 rail line.
• A wide range of conservation-based studies across the UK.
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See what your legacy
could achieve
Every legacy makes a difference.
Think what yours could do!

£100

would enable us
to plant up to
20 new native
trees on land
already acquired
and ensure their
survival.

£1,000

could restore a
small woodland
pond, helping
support a
multitude of
wildlife species.

£7,000

would enable low-impact
thinning of approximately
10 acres (4 hectares) of
non-native conifers using
horses, letting in more light and
encouraging natural regeneration.
Horses are used where machinery
isn’t practical and to conserve
delicate woodland flora.
18

£500

could fund a butterfly and botanical
survey, helping ensure appropriate
management to protect vulnerable
species and their habitat.

£2,500
could help us create
around 1.75 acres
(0.7 hectare) of
wildflower meadow.

£12,000

could fund the
installation of
a substantial
footbridge to
allow better
access.

£50,000

helps us replace
and protect 500
mature trees
affected by
ash dieback in
fields, thereby
maintaining
habitat for
numerous wildlife
species.

£20,000
could help
support the
conservation
and access
maintenance
at 15 of our
smaller woodland
creation sites
for a year.

£100,000
could fund one
mile (2km) of
all-weather
access track,
enabling people
of different
abilities to enjoy
woodland.

£500,000

could fund the purchase of
approximately 70 acres (28
hectares)* of farmland for native
broadleaf planting – buffering
ancient woodland.
*depending on location and existing use of the land.
19
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Why having a will is important
The Woodland Trust strongly recommends that you obtain your own independent professional
advice. Personally tailored for you, a will is the best way you can be certain that your final
wishes will be carried out. It ensures those closest to you are provided for, and allows you
to support causes you care about. We are unable to offer legal or financial advice and the
information contained in this brochure therefore cannot be construed as such.
Without a valid will, family and friends could be faced with a financial and legal dilemma.
Part or all of your estate (what you own, less what you owe) could go to those you never
intended should benefit. It is also possible that a substantial part of what you leave may go
to the state.

Inheritance Tax may be assessed as payable on your estate after your death, and must
be paid before a Grant of Probate is issued. Probate is the legal authorisation allowing the
wishes in your will to be carried out.
The nil rate band has remained at £325,000 since April 2009
and is set to be frozen until April 2021. The threshold may seem
high, but your estate could possibly be worth more. Please use
the checklist on page 23 to determine the likely value.
An additional nil rate band for deaths on or after 6 April 2017
will be phased in from £100,000 in 2017/18 to £175,000
in 2020/21. This will be available for individuals where an
interest in their main residence passes to direct descendants.
The additional band can only be used in respect of one
residential property, which must at some point have been a
residence of the deceased. Restrictions apply where estates
are in excess of £2 million and regarding deaths prior to
6 April 2017.

‘

‘

Making a will may reduce your tax liability

Being the last of the
line means there will be
no more branches on
my family tree. Leaving
a legacy to the Trust
enables me to play a
part in renewing and
protecting woodland
for future generations.
Mr. Brown

The residence nil rate band may also be available when a person downsizes or ceases to own a
home on or after 8 July 2015 where assets of an equivalent value, up to the value of the residence
nil rate band, are passed on death to direct descendants.
The state currently taxes 40p in every £1 over the Inheritance Tax threshold, though you
may be able to reduce this by planning in advance.
If you leave your estate to an ‘exempt beneficiary’ such as your spouse, civil partner or
a registered charity, you may be able to reduce the amount of Inheritance Tax assessed
as payable.

Houndtor Wood in Devon has directly benefited from gifts kindly left in wills.
WTML
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‘

If your will is drafted to take advantage of current tax relief benefits, any gift made to a
charity – including the Woodland Trust – is presently free of tax.

‘

We don’t inherit
the land from our
ancestors, we
borrow it from our
grandchildren. We’d
like to help leave the
world better than we
found it.
Mr & Mrs Barker

Charitable gifts are deducted from your estate before
Inheritance Tax is calculated. If the gift(s) bring(s) the
total value of your assets to below the threshold, then the
remainder may not be liable for Inheritance Tax.
Inheritance Tax can dramatically reduce the value of an
estate, so charitable gifts can often be made with little
effect on the remainder destined for other beneficiaries.
Remembering charities in your will may therefore be a
useful way to reduce your estate’s taxation liability.
A government initiative encourages giving 10% or more
of your estate to a charity or charities, resulting in any
Inheritance Tax being assessed at a lower rate of 36%
instead of 40%.

For more information about taxes, we recommend you visit hmrc.gov.uk and/or discuss it
with your professional adviser.

When did you last update your will?
Your will is all about making sure your wishes count. It should reflect the various stages
of your life and be kept up-to-date with any changes, such as the birth of a new child or
grandchild, marriage, separation, divorce or relevant changes in the law.
Unfortunately, DIY wills are not always a good idea, but thankfully it is usually a very
straightforward and inexpensive process to have your will drafted by a properly qualified
professional.
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A simple checklist
The checklist below may save you time and money by helping you prepare a few facts and figures
to take with you to your professional adviser prior to making a will.
1. Estimate the total value of your assets and then deduct the liabilities to ascertain
your net estate
Assets are everything you own, such as property, personal possessions, any pension
entitlements, savings and investments.
Liabilities include anything you owe, such as an outstanding mortgage, personal loans, and
other debts.
Assets (what you own)

Liabilities (what you owe)

House (present value)

£

Outstanding mortgage £

Antiques/paintings

£

Loans/HP agreements £

Household contents

£

Credit card debts

£

Vehicles

£

Any other debts

£

Jewellery

£

Overdraft

£

Savings

£

Outstanding tax

£

Total liabilities

£

Bank/building society accounts £
Stocks, shares and bonds

£

Unit and investment trusts

£

Life assurance

£

Other savings

£

Pension benefits

£

Other

£

Total assets

£

Deduct your total liabilities from your total assets to calculate the value of your net estate.
Balance

£

The future of Smithills Estate near Bolton was secured in 2015 when it came
into the Trust’s care with help from several generous legacies.
John MacPherson/WTML
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2. Decide who gets what
Next, think about who you would like to benefit under the terms of your will. These are your
beneficiaries.
Beneficiaries may include family, friends and causes or charities dear to you. Write down
their full names and addresses and, if relevant, the charity number.
What would you like your beneficiaries to receive?
Perhaps a pecuniary legacy, which is a specific sum of money or monies-worth (such as
shares)? As inflation will erode their value over time, you may want to review this type of
gift regularly.
Another type of gift is a specific legacy, or named gift, for example: a house or specific
property, a wood, car, shares, furniture or jewellery. If you were considering leaving such a
gift to the Woodland Trust, we would encourage you to discuss it with us in advance to be
sure that you are comfortable with how we may use your kind gift. For instance, if our work
cannot benefit from the gift directly, we may wish to sell it and utilise the proceeds.
You may consider a residuary legacy. This is a gift of all or part of the remainder of your
net estate after all specific and pecuniary legacies have been deducted and all debts, tax,
and other costs, including funeral and legal expenses in the administration of your estate,
have been paid. Generally, this gift is of the greatest benefit as its value increases in line
with the value of your estate over time.
In the event that you would like to leave a specific, pecuniary or residuary legacy to the
Woodland Trust in your will, we would suggest that you ask your solicitor or professional
adviser to ensure that the correct legal description of the Woodland Trust be utilised as
described in the example below:
I give devise and bequeath to the Woodland Trust (Registered Charity in England and
Wales (no. 294344) and in Scotland (no. SC038885)) of Kempton Way, Grantham,
Lincolnshire NG31 6LL an amount of £................./ my (specific gift) /an amount equivalent
to .................% of my Residuary estate, absolutely and the receipt of a duly authorised
representative of the Woodland Trust shall be sufficient discharge to my Executors.
This is example wording only, and we strongly recommend that you obtain independent legal and
financial advice to ensure your wishes are correctly stated in your will.

Beautiful Coed Felinrhyd & Llennryrch in Gwynedd, Wales have been united
under the care of the Trust due to the generosity of many individuals, including
those who kindly left gifts in their wills
Phil Formby/WTML
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The future of Glen Finglas near Stirling was
secured with the help from gifts in wills.
Niall Benvie/WTML

3. Choose your executors
Executors are those people you appoint in your will to carry out the instructions laid out in
the will and to administer your estate. Executors can be friends, family members and/or
professionals, and you can choose a maximum of four. They can also be beneficiaries of your
will. Often people appoint one family member and one professional. The latter may charge a
fee, which will be deducted from your estate.
While it is always preferable to appoint a close family member and/or professional adviser
as your executor, if you are unable to do so, the Woodland Trust may be able to accept an
appointment as executor. In these circumstances, please ask your solicitor to utilise the
following wording where appropriate:
I appoint the Company Secretary for the time being of the Woodland Trust (Registered
Charity in England and Wales (no. 294344) and in Scotland (no. SC038885)) of Kempton
Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LL, as my Executor etc.
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4. Professionally qualified individuals and witnesses
If you do not know a professionally qualified individual, ask a friend to recommend one or
contact the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP) who will be able to provide you
with a list of qualified members in your area.
Take your checklist of assets and liabilities and full details of your chosen executors and
beneficiaries with you when you visit your professional independent adviser. They will
normally prepare a draft will for your consideration. When you have confirmed that the
draft will meets with your approval, they will prepare an original will for your signature and
arrange for two independent witnesses to witness your signature. This is a very important
legal procedure and it is essential to ensure the validity of your will.
5. Keep your will safe
Once you have signed your original will, it should be put somewhere safe. You may wish to
consider registering your will with the Central Will Register for a small fee.
Tell your executors where they can find the original will.
Your professionally qualified adviser will sometimes offer to store the original will, and give
you a copy to retain at home.
Wills made in different countries
You may have assets in the United Kingdom and other parts of the world, or may move
abroad while retaining assets and interests in the UK. Bear in mind there are different legal
requirements throughout the world when making a will and administering an estate.
The subject is complex therefore specialised, independent, professional advice should be
obtained in these circumstances.
Centenary Woods, including Langley Vale Wood in Surrey (below) and Dreghorn
Woods on the Scottish borders (overleaf), have directly benefited from legacies.
Ben Lee/WTML
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Leaving a gift of woodland or land
Many people kindly think of the Woodland Trust when they are planning the future of their
own wood or land, and we are very grateful to be considered in this way. However, certain
factors must be taken into account before we can accept a gift of this nature and each
potential gift must be considered very carefully. It is vital that each individual’s wishes are
taken into account and that we have the resources necessary to give the wood or land the
attention it deserves.
As a charity, the Woodland Trust has limited resources, with a responsibility to direct these in
the most effective way. Our policy is to conserve substantial areas of ancient woodland and
acquire land for tree planting to create networks of valuable wildlife habitat across the UK.
If you are thinking of gifting an area of woodland or land to the Woodland Trust, thank you.
Please contact us and we will be happy to discuss all the options with you.
A helping hand
For an informal chat, please contact our legacy team on 0330 333 3300.
Again, please note that, regrettably, we are unable to offer legal or financial advice and the information
contained in this brochure therefore cannot be construed as such. The Woodland Trust strongly
recommends that you obtain your own independent professional advice.
Legacies were instrumental in helping us to acquire Smithills Estate near Bolton.
Sara Wood/WTML
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‘

‘

There are a growing number of
wonderful woods which literally
owe their existence to a legacy
left to the Woodland Trust.
Leaving a gift in your will to
support our work is not only
a kind and thoughtful act, it
truly makes a difference.
Dean Kirkland

Project Manager – Ancient Woodland Restoration,
the Woodland Trust

Dreghorn Woods
near Edinburgh
in the Scottish
Borders.
WTML
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Confidential pledge form
If you are planning to help the trees and woodland you love by remembering them in your will –
thank you. We would be very grateful if you could let us know by completing the form below and
returning it to:
The gifts in wills team, The Woodland Trust, Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
Alternatively, you can complete this form online at legacies.org.uk
Please complete your details and tick all appropriate boxes.

Completing it will:
• help ensure future mailings are more relevant to you
• allow us to show our appreciation
• enable us to plan much more effectively
I already have or intend to remember the Woodland Trust in my will.
I would like to talk about gifts in wills. Please contact me.
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/ Other:

Name:

Address:
Postcode:
Your supporter number (if known):
Support from people like you makes a huge difference to our work in helping woods and
trees. We’d love to keep in touch with news about our woods, appeals, campaigns, events,
products and how you can get involved. If you do not want to receive this information by post
please tick this box.
Your privacy is a priority; our online privacy statement (woodlandtrust.org.uk/privacy-policy)
explains all. You can change the way you hear from us at any time – just email:
supporters@woodlandtrust.org.uk or call 0330 333 3300.
Providing your email address will enable us to be even more cost-effective by saving post and
print on certain items.
Email:
Providing your telephone number means we can contact you efficiently and effectively with
relevant queries and membership matters, including renewals.
Telephone:
This form is not binding in any way and is completely confidential.
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Longbeech North in Kent has directly benefited from gifts kindly left in wills.
Phil Formby/WTML

To talk about gifts in wills, please contact us:
0330 333 3300
legacies.org.uk
legacies@woodlandtrust.org.uk
The gifts in wills team
The Woodland Trust
Grantham
Lincolnshire
NG31 6LL

For our supporter promise, please visit woodlandtrust.org.uk/promise
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Be
extraordinary.
Leave a lasting
legacy for the
future

woodlandtrust.org.uk
The Woodland Trust, Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LL.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales no. 294344 and in Scotland no. SC038885. A non-profit
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Legacy FAQs
How will you use my gift?
We are extremely grateful for gifts in wills particularly those without restrictions,
which enable us to act where most urgently needed. You are very welcome to
restrict your legacy to whatever you want - a particular region, wood or activity
for example. If you have something very specific in mind, please get in touch to
talk it through before making your will.
Can you provide legal advice about the wording of my will?
The booklet provides some sample text to help ensure the Woodland Trust’s name
and details are correctly written in your will but we are unable to provide any
more detailed wording or specific legal advice. We always strongly advise seeking
independent legal advice to make sure your will fully reflects your wishes.
Will leaving a legacy to the Woodland Trust help me avoid inheritance tax?
Gifts to a registered charity like the Woodland Trust are deducted from your
estate before inheritance tax is calculated. If the gift(s) bring the total value of
your estate below the threshold (£325,000 at April 2017) then your remaining
estate may not be liable for Inheritance Tax.
NB Inheritance Tax rates do change and a new nil rate band was
announced in March 2017 - we strongly recommend that you seek professional
independent advice.
Can you be my executor?
Of course. However, we would really encourage everyone who is considering
leaving a legacy to the Trust to consider appointing executors who are well
known to them or their advisors. They will often be better positioned to deal with
immediate wishes, especially around funeral arrangements.
We always instruct a local firm of solicitors to undertake the executorship role
on our behalf. Executorship can be complex and technical and unfortunately
the Trust doesn’t have the expert resources in-house to undertake the role. We
carefully consider the firms we use and do our utmost to keep costs reasonable.
However, there will be a cost, which will come from the estate. If you are happy
with these arrangements and still wish to appoint the Trust as executors then
we’d be grateful if you could please let us know.
How do I choose a professional advisor to draft my will?
The Law Society (www.lawsociety.org.uk) can provide a list of local solicitors. The
Woodland Trust is also a member of Remember a Charity (rememberacharity.
org.uk) which has a network of well-known national firms, partners and sole
practitioners who can assist you in the process of writing or updating your will.
How do you record and acknowledge gifts?
We are very grateful for each and every legacy gift and like to share stories via
our website, newsletters and other material about what legacy gifts have helped
us achieve. Our annual review currently acknowledges everyone who leaves a gift
over £5,000. We mention the specific value of the gift only if given permission to
do so and respect all requests for anonymity.

Can I talk to you about leaving a gift in my will?
Yes of course, our legacy team will be happy to help. Please either call
0330 333 3300 or email legacies@woodlandtrust.org.uk
I live abroad. Are there any legal implications on leaving a gift in my will?
Each country has its own rules about how to create a valid legacy and its tax
implications and we are unable to offer advice. As the laws and regulations vary
so widely, we recommend you consult legal and financial advisors.
I live In Scotland. Are there different rules?
There are some important differences in the laws regarding wills in Scotland.
If you live in Scotland or have assets in Scotland, then we do encourage you
to seek the advice of a legal advisor who understands Scottish probate law.
There is no need to have two wills, but you will need to understand certain
differences; such as the way your will is signed, or rights concerning children,
the position of cohabitating couples and generally provisions around changes
in domestic circumstances.
Can I leave some woodland or a piece of land to the Woodland Trust?
Thank you for thinking of us in this way. However, as I’m sure you appreciate,
each potential gift needs to be considered very carefully. If you are thinking of
gifting an area of woodland or land to the Woodland Trust, thank you. Please
contact us first and we will be happy to discuss all the options with you.
Do you need to know that I’m leaving a gift in my will for the Woodland Trust?
We would be very grateful if you would let us know. Being aware of your
intentions helps us communicate with you better and we would like to thank you
for your generous gesture. However, please be assured that letting us know that
you are considering or have included the Woodland Trust in your will is not legally
binding in any way.
What if I don’t have much to leave?
We value every gift. Even small gifts can make a huge impact on our landscape
– for example £100 will fund the planting of 20 new native trees and ensure their
survival on land already acquired.
Do you allow ashes to be scattered in your woods?
We understand why people may wish to scatter ashes in our beautiful woodland.
However, as I’m sure you appreciate, our woods are natural places with rare and
sensitive habitats which thousands of species of wildlife rely on. Please contact
us first and we can advise you.
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