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Native trees

Native trees
What to do

•
•
•
Jim Smith-Wright
Jim Smith-Wright

Try to minimise driving near trees.
Lay a mat of brash over root area to
avoid compaction.
Remove brash when work is complete to
avoid damaging ground flora.

× Avoid

Often
found growing
among conifers

•
•
•
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Cutting or thinning.
Using as hitching posts for winching.
Driving over roots if at all possible (roots often
extend beyond canopy).
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Coppice stools and pollards

Coppice stools and pollards

WTML/Keith Huggett

Coppice stools and pollards can provide
important information about ancient boundaries
and past land use.
Often found
growing among
the conifer
canopy

What to do

•
•
•

Leave in place - do not try to extract with an
excavator.
Lay brash over the area to avoid compaction.
Remove any brash and fill when work is
complete to avoid damaging ground flora.

× Avoid

Cutting or thinning.
Using as hitching posts for winching.
Driving over roots if at all possible (roots often
extend beyond canopy).

WTML/Archie Miles

•
•
•

Pollard
Coppice stool
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Ground flora hotspots

Ground flora hotspots

× Avoid
•
•
•
•
•

Using herbicides.
Felling trees into hotspots.
Driving over if at all possible.
Driving over when wet to avoid compaction.
Using anything other than brash when filling
hollow areas, as it can be easily removed when
work is finished.

WTML/Edward Parker
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What to do
• If you can’t avoid hotspots, in winter
cover them in brash to provide protection
from compaction.
• Any brash and filling must be removed before
leaves and flowers emerge in spring.
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Standing and
fallen dead wood

Standing and
fallen dead wood

WTML/Derek Riordan

What to do

•
•

× Avoid

Important
for a whole
range of
fungi, insects
& birds

•
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Leave in place if there is no hazard to workers
or the public.
If it has to be moved try and retain it
somewhere on site. Move to a place where
it won’t cause an issue.

Using as hitching posts for winching.
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Forest soils

WTML/Steven Kind

Forest soils

What to do

•
•
•

•

What to do (continued)
• Reduce load size in wet weather so there is
less weight on the machine and therefore
on the soil.
• Use tracks on tyres to reduce slippage and
spread the weight of the vehicle more evenly
increasing flotation.
• Only store felled timber in designated storage
sites preferably near to access tracks so it
doesn’t compact the soil.

× Avoid
•

Check soil conditions before starting work.
Stick to designated access roads and tracks as
much as possible.
Lay down an even mat of brash to avoid
compaction, but remove any brash after
work is completed to avoid damage to
ground vegetation.
Reduce speed in wet weather which will
increase grip and reduce wheel slippage which
produces ruts.

•
•
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Working in any wet or boggy areas – move to
other areas where the ground is drier until the
soil can recover.
Working too near the edge of slopes and banks
which can collapse in wet weather.
Working in hollows and downhill of slopes in
wet weather as these are very susceptible to
waterlogging.
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Historic features

Historic features
Jim Smith-Wright

What to do

Ancient
routeway

•
•
•

First World War
practice trench

•
•

•

WTML/David Lund
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Get written permission from English heritage
before beginning any work on, or adjacent to, a
scheduled ancient monument (SAM).
Try to avoid driving over the site, if unavoidable
cover with brash to minimise damage.
Avoid hollows: these are generally unstable
and subject to collapse. Isolated hollows could
be collapsed wells, unfilled sawpits, charcoal
hearths, military trenches or bomb craters
from the Second World War.
Banks: if possible look for a gap in the bank
and cross it there. If you cannot find a gap, use
brash and logs to make a ramp.
Ditches: try not to cross ditches. If possible
look for an existing crossing to use. If you
cannot find a crossing, reinforce the sides by
filling the ditch with brash or logs to avoid
damaging the edges. If a ditch is shallow be
sure to overfill it with brash.
Culverts: if you are crossing a stream via a
culvert, check the structure of the culvert will
take the weight of your machine. If you are
unsure about possible damage, do not cross
via the culvert.
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Historic features

Historic features

Jim Smith-Wright

What to do (continued)

•

•

Most levelled areas on slopes will have been
dug by hand so the downhill half is not very
compacted. Going over a hand-dug slope will
cause damage. If you see one, go around it. If
you have to cross one, keep to the uphill half,
and cover the whole area with brash.
Remove brash as soon as possible when work
is complete to avoid damage to ground flora.

× Avoid
•
•
•
•

Charcoal hearth
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Cutting trees or grubbing out stumps on, or
nearby, the historic features. This can disturb
the roots and damage the feature.
Removing or disturbing rocks and stones,
these can be archaeologically important.
Using trees or stones as hitching points
for winching.
Using anything other than brash when filling
hollow areas as it can be easily removed when
work is finished
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Avoidance of point source
pollution from diesel and oil

Avoidance of point source
pollution from diesel and oil

Jim Smith-Wright

What to do

•
•
•

Leave vehicles and bowsers parked in
designated areas near to access tracks,
preferably with hard standing.
Minimise the time that unattended vehicles are
left standing in one place.
If at all possible minimise the amount of
maintenance carried out on site.

× Avoid
•
•
•
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Parking vehicles or refuelling near streams or
wet/ boggy areas.
Parking vehicles or refuelling next to slopes.
Parking vehicles or refuelling next to sensitive
areas such as ground flora hotspots and
veteran trees.
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Always follow UK
forestry Standards:
•E
 nsure the removal of forest products from the
site, including non-timber products, does not
deplete site fertility or soil carbon over the long
term and maintains the site potential.

There should be a clear operational plan that is
understood by all those working on the site. For
major operations, the plan should address:
• Potential hazards to workers.
• Potential hazards to forest users – by making
them aware of operations and putting diversions
in place.

•M
 inimise compaction, rutting and erosion
during forest operations by selecting the most
appropriate working method for site conditions.

• Machine access, refuelling and timber stacking;
• How to safeguard sensitive or easily damaged
parts of the site.

•M
 onitor operations and modify, postpone or stop
procedures if degradation starts to occur.
•M
 aintain adequate brash mats throughout
extraction operations.

• How to ensure only the intended trees and shrubs
are felled.
• How the site will be left on completion, including
the disposal of waste materials.
• How to modify operations in case of bad weather.
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•O
 n sites vulnerable to compaction and
erosion, consider the weather and aim to carry
out operations during dry periods; plan ahead
for changes in the weather that could affect
site conditions.

• Avoid burning brash and harvesting
residues unless it can be demonstrated that
it is a management necessity, all the impacts
have been considered, and the necessary
approvals obtained.

•K
 eep streams and buffer areas clear of brash
as far as practicable; avoid felling trees into
watercourses and remove them or any other
accidental blockages that may occur.

• Liaise with the highway authority when
felling near public highways or when lorries
emerging onto the highway might pose a
threat to road users.

• Install culverts or log bridges to avoid crossing
and blocking drains; restore the site and drains as
extraction progresses.

Further information can be found at:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
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Thanks to generous funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, the Woodland Trust is offering
landowners and managers independent support
and training to sustainably manage and restore
their woodlands.

For more information:
restoration@woodlandtrust.org.uk
woodlandtrust.org.uk/restoration
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