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Last year, for the first time since 2006, 
Scotland’s public were invited to have their 
say and help shape national forestry strategy. 
Woodland Trust Scotland is delighted to 
have been able to play a part in ensuring 
those voices were heard by the Scottish 
Government. 

The Forestry Strategy 2019-2029 will guide 
almost all policy and action around woods 
and trees in Scotland for the next decade, 
a time which will hopefully see increased 
levels of new woodland planting, and greater 
protection, restoration and management of 
our existing woods. 

Getting it right now is crucial.

Scotland’s native woods and trees need to be 
at the heart of this strategy. In its draft form, 
we had concerns about how its ambitions 
could be achieved on the ground and we are 
confident we have made some constructive 
suggestions to the consultation.

We believe the new strategy should:

• commit Scotland to an increase in  
native woodland planting, tied to the overall 
new planting targets as they  
rise over time; 

• help ensure  all native and ancient 
woodland can benefit from appropriate 
deer management and plans to curb 
invasive non-native species; and 

• categorically state that there should be 
no further loss of ancient woodland in 
Scotland.

But trees and woods can’t speak up for 
themselves so we asked our supporters to 
help us stand up for their best interests. Over 
280 people responded to our campaign in five 
weeks, sharing their personal thoughts on the 
future for Scotland’s woods and trees as well 
as echoing the Trust’s views.  

What follows are more than 180 responses 
from our members and supporters (shared 
verbatim and unabridged). We think you’ll 
find them interesting and we hope you bear 
them in mind when making decisions about 
the future of forestry policy in Scotland. They 
show the level of interest and enthusiasm 
across Scotland for a nation rich in native 
woodland.

Yours sincerely,

Carol Evans
Director, Woodland Trust Scotland

Introduction



If ancient and aged trees and 
woodland are not protected 

and we are left only with 
young and immature trees 

and forest habitats, a variety 
of unique species of flora and 
fauna may be lost forever as 
there will be nowhere for the 
specific species to naturally 

migrate to.”

“I am particularly concerned (as a Woodland Trust 
member for over 40 years) that Scotland’s forestry does 
not become a mono culture of non-native pine and bio 
fuel fodder. I would also encourage a greater emphasis 
together with financial and planning obligations put 
upon developers and local authorities to plant much 
more native trees in existing and new residential and 
commercial developments. Cities and large towns need 
trees to help absorb their pollution - more needs to be 
done.”

“Individual ancient trees are as important as areas of 
ancient woodland. They can offer vital local habitats for 
insects and birds and often have historical importance to 
the local area.” 

“You will be remembered for your destruction not your 
creation if you continue with this.”

“Our woodland and native trees in particular are vital 
to the whole chain of wild animals in the UK. From 
microscopic, invertebrates, small mammals and birds 
to the larger birds and mammals which can’t survive 
without the smaller ones. We need them as we need the 
trees themselves. Please listen to this before these things 
are gone forever.”

“Woods and forests are vital for us, wildlife, trees and 
fauna. Once destroyed we can never get them back, 
something that has taken decades to grow, humans are 
destroying in the blink of an eye. We owe it to future 
generations to look after our environment.”

“Ancient trees often form a key part of a landscape 
and are habitats in their own right that are simply 
irreplaceable in a human lifetime.”

“Ambitious targets must be set for restoring and linking 
woodlands at scale for the benefit of wildlife, with a 
particular focus on rare ancient woodlands such as 
the remnants of the Caledonian pine forest and the 
west coast Atlantic woodlands (Scotland’s temperate 
rainforest).
Developments such as the Ury Estate golf course 
development in Aberdeenshire must no longer be 
permitted to destroy Scotland’s rare ancient woodlands.”

“We want to reforest this great country and protect all 
trees.”

“Please use your power to act for the long term 
good, rather than be driven by short term financial 
constraints.”

“I believe that our native woodlands are so important 
to Scotland, especially our ancient woodlands. I am 
shocked to hear that only 1% of Scotland is covered 
by this valuable and biodiverse ancient habitat. It is 
crucial to me that we set an example and make a proper 
commitment to replanting native woodland, maintaining 
existing woodland and also protecting our ancient 
woodlands as mentioned above. Let’s make a strategy 
that Scotland can be proud of and that other countries in 
the UK will want to follow. Thank you.”

“I’m also keen to see the reforestation of the highlands. 
The small areas where this has started are great and 
give taste of hoe wonderful our dam-aged highland 
landscape could be. Urban tree planting also needs 
encouragement.”

“All woodland is valuable. but Scotland’s beautiful 
ancient woodland is a treasured part of the landscape 
and needs urgent care and protection.”

“Too many trees are being cut down for no reason e.g. 
Edinburgh.”

“It has taken many centuries of evolution, indeed 
millennia, to have native Scottish trees adapt to the 
Scottish environment. It is common sense to ensure that 
future plantings should seek to improve the percentage 
of native trees and use of native trees only should be the 
main driver for future plantings.”

“In relation to the first point above. Power should be 
given to local authorities to turn unused land, which is 
not fit for farming or house building because of size and 
location, into woods or forests of native trees. There 
are many of these small/average size plots in built-up 
areas and the countryside that are abandoned. Mature 
forests of mixed native planted trees and conifers 
should not only be used for recreation, but also managed 
responsibly to supply local small timber companies and 
craftsmen.”

“I agree we should look after our ancient and historic 
forests, although they are old we still need them for the 
future of our country.”

“My father was a Forestry Commission employee for over 
40 years and was first dismayed at the monoculture 
of coniferous forests and clear-felling then heartened 
by a move towards more native mixed woodland as 
a positive way to manage our environment. The good 
work started by Woodland Trust over recent decades 
needs to be supported and strengthened by a strong 
government lead to back up their public comments that 
the environment is important and a sustainable future 
for our country is bound up in this. I fully concur with the 
Woodland Trust recommendations that the 2019-2029 
strategy should place greater emphasis on planting 
mixed native species and removing the threats from non-
native species and inappropriate grazing. Our ancient 
woodland is, like our soil, of fundamental importance 
to our sustainable future and it should be explicit in the 
strategy to protect what is left.”

“We have far too few trees left. We need to preserve 
what we have.”

“Trees are vital to biodiversity. They offer habitat to such 
a vast range of creatures, birds, bats, insects inc spiders, 
moths and beetles. Ancient woodland is particularly 
valuable and should be preserved as a priority.”

“I strongly feel that both creating & maintaining 
woodland, and every acre of each one is a very key issue 
for the protection and welfare of our planet. Especially 
when it comes to dealing with climate change, which 
is all the more becoming an undeniable threat in these 
recent months now than ever years beforehand.”

“I agree with those who advocate strong government 
guidance relating to increasing the shockingly low 
proportion on native woodland and the protection of 
irreplaceable ancient woodland. In addition the limited 
national stock of native woodland requires urgent 
maintenance to avoid an overall decline. The guidance 
should be supported by additional public and where 
possible private funding to ensure that it is viable and 
effective.”

“There is also a need to replace hedgerow trees- which 
a major feature in many parts of Scotland, but are in 
decline. Difficult as many landowners are involved, but 
grants would help.”

“Trees add life giving oxygen to our atmosphere the 
clean as well as purifying our increasingly polluted 
atmosphere. They sustain a huge variety of both 
plant and animal life. Everyone loves trees this is 
what I have discovered as a biologist and teacher for 
35 years. We care about trees they are bound to us 
and we need them to live in harmony with our planet. 
So if we remove woodland it MUST be replaced some 
woodland is so precious it is our duty to save them 
for future generations. Trees & Woodland should be 
our first priority when planning for the future not an 
afterthought.”

“Ancient woodlands take centuries, sometimes millennia 
to establish and are home to some of the UK’s rarest and 
most sensitive species. Ancient woodlands cannot just be 
replaced, species in an ancient woodland can’t just move 
to a newly planted woodland as the habitat is unsuited 
to them! With only 2% of the UK land cover being 
ancient woodlands it is irresponsible to further promote 
activities which could damage them. I would therefore 
strongly urge you to consider other, less destructive 
options and leave our ancient woodlands alone!”

We owe this to our future 
generations as we have 

ourselves benefited from a 
diverse tree planting vision 

that our ancestors created for 
us to enjoy. As custodians of 

our land we must be wise and 
responsible. Thank you.” 

“I dream of Scotland and the proud Scottish people. Take 
away the Woods and you chip away at the heart of one 
of the most beautiful places on earth.”

“We need far more broad leaf planting, especially to 
create corridor and ribbon strips. It should be a condition 
of most, if not all, planning applications that the planting 
of trees is required before permission is granted- and 
that the planting does not always have to be within 
the proposed development. It could be hundreds of 
miles away. It’s like a tree tax where receipts can be 
spent anywhere. I would also like to see the compulsory 
purchase of grouse moors in order to return that land to 
forestry or farming, instead of it being a monocultural, 
ecological desert area for wealthy men to shoot fish/
game in a barrel. This is not sport, and not even hunting. 
There is no craft to driven-grouse shooting. It is lazy 
blood-lust.”



“This is so important to Scotland, and with drastic 
cuts to ranger services in recent years, this will 
have a knock on effect, as there’s less maintenance 
happening. Please protect what we have.”

“With all we now know 
about the importance of 
ancient trees for mental 
health and well-being let 
alone the role they play in 
combating global warming 
the proposed destruction 
is irresponsible and deeply 
depressing.”

“More small woodlands with 
native hardwoods would create 
better environments for wildlife 
as well as sustainable timber 
sources. More pine martens would 
help to eliminate grey squirrels. 
Beavers can help slow rivers and 
prevent flooding.”
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“I would like to see a re-planting and maintenance of street trees in addition 
to the total protection of ancient woodlands. Both of these are necessary for 
improved living conditions, mental health and general well-being of city/town 
residents. On the issue of native species - I believe it is important to preserve 
the native trees which would in turn encourage the growth and development of 
other native flora and fauna. Not only would this help save endangered/listed 
species but it would also add to tourism attractions as tourists come to see the 
local fauna and flora. Is it not possible to find a commercial use for these trees? 
This would ensure their survival as they would become income-generating.”

“A stronger 
commitment 
appears to be 
necessary especially 
with regard to deer 
management and 
greater attention to 
protection of what 
is left of ancient 
woodland.” W
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“With the loss of so much woodland due to the 
increase in wind turbines it is vitally important 
to preserve what we have, especially ancient 
woodland not only for the fact that trees are the 
most efficient CO2 filter the world has, but also to 
preserve the habitat of flora and fauna that would 
otherwise be displaced. It is also vital to Scotland 
that native tree planting increases to meet the 
need for woodland that is indigenous.”

“Insect and bird life 
will also be adversely 
affected. Please take 
this issue seriously 
as we cannot make 
up this loss when it’s 
gone.”

“We depend on healthy forest ecosystems for our 
wildlife, tourism, and other invaluable services 
such as flood management. Mass native woodland 
planting, as well as mass control of deer and 
funding for rhododendron control, should be 
prioritised. We owe it to future generations to 
ensure that we have a large, healthy woodland 
ecosystem in Scotland.”
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“The wildlife and 
wild lands of this 
nation are a vital 
part of our heritage 
and we should do 
everything possible 
to return our 
landscape to its pre 
industrial best.”

“Plant trees on Donald Trump’s golf courses!”
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“It is our responsibility 
to protect our woodlands 
from over development. 
Commercial gain is not 
worth the permanent loss 
of our unique ecology.”

“Benefits of woodlands & 
trees are well documented, yet 
Scotland falls far behind many 
other European countries with 
tree coverage. Too much land is 
barren and desolate. Trees will 
promote biodiversity increase, 
help with climate change effects, 
and increase physical and mental 
health, thereby reducing costs 
to NHS and increase economy 
through ecotourism. More must 
be done to protect existing native 
and ancient woodlands as well 
as promoting new growth for an 
ultimately healthier Scotland.”

“Much of Scotland is owned by private 
estates who see woodland as something 
to be got rid of, but a positive strategy to 
encourage woodland development, possibly 
with incentives, should be part of The 
Scottish Forestry Strategy. This includes 
a more active plan to reduce deer numbers 
and the unchecked grazing by sheep.”

“Our wonderful 
ancient woodland is 
an irreplaceable gem 
– please, please let 
us work to preserve 
and expand it before 
it is too late.”

“With regard to the improvement of our 
existing woods, whilst supporting the 
recommendation above, due emphasis on 
the care with which deer management is 
undertaken must be very carefully considered. 
Too often have various bodies resorted to 
culling with disastrous results. It is not so 
long ago that it was considered we had too 
many hedgehogs. I would hope that other 
appropriate methods of protecting woodland 
from incursion by deer should be brought to 
bear, fencing, tree protectors etc.”

“Native tree planting should 
be from Scottish genetic stock 
and tree nurseries should be 
set up to develop genetically 
Scottish saplings.”

“I believe that all (not just some) 
of Scotland’s new woodland 
creation should be native 
trees, and that ancient and 
native woodlands require much 
stronger protection against all 
forms of damage and loss.”
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“I have been making annual visits to 
various parts of Scotland for some 
20 years and it is depressing to see 
how little of Scotland’s native trees 
can be enjoyed. Conifer plantations, 
in all stages of ‘production’, sprawl 
across the landscape, but these do 
not provide anything like the rich 
and varied habitats that the true 
native woodlands do. More must be 
done to protect them. Visitors to 
Scotland are increasingly aware of 
the natural environment and expect 
to see native trees.”
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“It is particularly important to link 
existing sections of established 
forest to provide natural 
connections for wildlife thereby 
encouraging natural regeneration.”

“Woodlands are the lungs of the country 
and existing woods need to be restored 
immediately. The government and the 
Forestry Commission would get more ‘bang 
for their bucks’ if they helped (by funding) 
the Woodland Trust and other re-afforesting 
Charities undertake some of the work using 
their resources and volunteers.”
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“My husband and I love to walk up Glen Finglas where 
there are the scattered remains of trees on the hillsides 
but we also complete the circular walk via Gleann nam 
Meann, an adjacent valley. To see large areas of the 
once barren hillside now planted with native woodland 
species is a joy and watching the hillside being clothed 
with trees is really encouraging. The wildlife which will 
be attracted to this rich environment has to be good 
news for Scotland. We ask that the Scottish Government 
does everything they can to support the Woodland Trust 
in their desire to create new woodland, improving the 
condition of our existing woodland and protecting our 
ancient woodland. There can never be too many trees 
planted.”

“I have been making annual visits to various parts of 
Scotland for some 20 years and it is depressing to see 
how little of Scotland’s native trees can be enjoyed. 
Conifer plantations, in all stages of ‘production’, sprawl 
across the landscape, but these do not provide anything 
like the rich and varied habitats that the true native 
woodlands do. More must be done to protect them. 
Visitors to Scotland are increasingly aware of the natural 
environment and expect to see native trees.”

“I have been making annual visits to various parts of 
Scotland for some 20 years and it is depressing to see 
how little of Scotland’s native trees can be enjoyed. 
Conifer plantations, in all stages of ‘production’, sprawl 
across the landscape, but these do not provide anything 
like the rich and varied habitats that the true native 
woodlands do. More must be done to protect them. 
Visitors to Scotland are increasingly aware of the natural 
environment and expect to see native trees.”

“It has been proven that being in the outdoors can help 
with mental health issues and as such we need to keep 
increasing people’s access to these areas.”

“Protecting and enhancing our native woodlands is 
of the up most importance, not just for improving 
biodiversity, but for the benefits human beings get from 
that biodiversity. An ambitious forestry strategy that 
prioritises biodiversity and ecosystem services will be 
one that future generations for decades to come will 
benefit from.”

“As rapidly as possible, reforesting Scotland’s beautiful 
landscape with native trees seems to me to be an urgent 
requirement from both the perspective of repairing the 
damage and impact that we have had on our natural 
environment for hundreds of years. And to hopefully 
restore it, as much as possible, back to how it should 
look without the human influence and abuse that we 
have caused to it. We also need to attempt to play our 
part and show real leadership and purpose in our actions 
by planting as much native woodland as possible and 
attempt to resolve and limit the issues that we are still 
causing to our beautiful country and planet to this day.”

“Having ancient woodland makes our country a better 
place where we can exercise in a wonderful environment 
protecting our endangered wildlife at the same time.”

“It is vital that the current expertise in FCS is retained, 
but we need more foresters on the ground, and less 
management posts. Community groups and farmers 
should be encouraged to plant available spaces, with 
financial incentives for farmers to do so, usually linked to 
public access. Both groups need the support of Forestry 
and land staff to identify areas, negotiate permission 
and train volunteers at a local level. A lot of mature 
conifers are currently being harvested and we need a 
serious programme of replanting so that the cycle of 
tree growth remains unbroken in sufficient quantity. I 
don’t think this is happening at the moment. The use of 
rail and sea transport needs to be encouraged. There 
are too many lorry movements, unnecessary for the 
time scale, damaging to our roads and often involving 
speeding, harassing of other motorists and damaging 
communities.”

“We need to rebalance things, reduce rhododendrons 
and increase native tree planting - so that we can start 
getting the countryside looking as it should.”

The target of 21% 
woodland cover by 2032 

in the Climate Change 
Plan should be increased 

to the world wide 
average of 25% woodland 

cover by 2029, with a 
proportion specified 

for native woodland as 
recommended.”

“I hope the restoration of Scotland’s native woodland is 
carried out as soon as possible and without impediment. 
It is so important for us humans to have trees around 
us and to the animals, birds, insects, invertebrates, etc. 
that need these trees as their habitat in order to survive.
For too long we have been destroying these essential 
trees and by doing that we have lost so much. Please let 
trees be a big part of this country again. Please do not 
hesitate. We need the trees!”

“In addition to what is above mentioned by the 
Woodland Trust: 
The 15,000ha annual increase is important (and being 
met, often exceeded). The Forestry Grant Scheme is 
an excellent incentive to plant native woodland for the 
public and landowners; it should continue well after 
2025. What is more important, however, is native 
woodland quality and associated management. Scottish 
Caledonian Pinewoods have seen negligible increases 
in distribution of its already fragmented habitat. 
Furthermore, the NWSS portrays the unbelievably small 
proportion of the Scottish landscape which is covered 
by native species. Targets should be made to increase 
solely native woodland annually by at least 5,000ha. 
INNS eradication should be given attractive financial 
incentives for landowners, removing some burden from 
voluntary conservation organisations.”

“It is vitally important that there is no further loss of 
native woodland and an emphasis on planting native 
species in new woodland. Money and resources must 
be committed to sustainable management of all our 
forestry.”

“Scotland is such an iconic place that the protection 
and preservation of every ancient tree matters. Please 
ensure that we do not lose this precious heritage, both in 
the interest of the natural environment and of a thriving 
tourism industry.”

“Really like what Woodland Trust are doing now. Living 
in Glasgow, and seeing big areas getting replanted with 
native species gives me hope for the future. Looking 
forward to seeing places such as Cochno hill and the 
Kilpatrick Hills, the Whangie, Bridge of Orchy and rest 
and be thankful in 20 years’ time! Areas I would like 
to see more planting with native species are in the 
southern uplands, Carrifan and the area to the north 
looks great but would be great to see that increase over 
the entire massif. The front escarpment of the Ochils 
and campsies would be other great spots to entirely 
reforest, particularly as they are highly visible landmark 
when heading north. As a GIS consultant I think the 
SNH Ancient woodland Inventory map dataset needs a 
refresher - the data is often inaccurate (both on species 
and spatial accuracy) so cannot be used to clearly 
define areas which cannot be used. This results in it 
being ignored more often. A better map that is spatially 
accurate and gives a simple classification of its quality 
should be considered. I think this will also help make 
Ancient Woodland a statutory designation. Note that NE 
is doing this with the England dataset.”

“There needs to be a tightening in law to increase the 
percentage and number of native trees planted to 
replace commercial plantations. Existing native trees 
should not be counted as making up the necessary 
numbers.”

“I would appreciate more marked walks, they make a 
huge difference.”

“Please protect the woodland!”

Replacing desolate and overgrazed 
grouse moor with native trees; 
incentivising or requiring the removal 
of grazing animals from the land and 
allowing the forest to regenerate 
naturally or be replanted. It is so urgent 
that we play our part in reforestation 
in the face of looming drastic climate 
change. Forest recovery should be a 
national priority.”
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I dream of Scotland 
and the proud Scottish 
people. Take away the 

Woods and you chip 
away at the heart of one 

of the most beautiful 
places on earth.”



“As a keen hillwalker 
I have often encountered 

difficulties walking in woodland 
where new forestry activities are being 
undertaken. Signage and long-standing 

footpaths are often removed, obstructed 
or obscured during such works (at least 

temporarily) and little consideration seems 
to be given to the provision of information 

about the duration of works, or of alternative 
recreational walking routes. I propose that 

the strategy should give consistent and 
increased priority to the interests of 

forest and hill walkers during the 
design and operation of new 

forestry activities.”

“Native 
forests will be 

the lungs for the future 
to come. We know the 

importance of planting trees 
and taking care of the forests 

and lands. Let’s do it and 
the nature will give back 
diversity to us. And life. 

Let’s plant for the 
future.”

“Given the state of the environment 
globally and more locally, we are beyond 

the point at which significant action should 
be taken. The science is in and settled: climate 
change is a reality and happening now, not in 

the some future: biodiversity loss is happening 
now and more extensively than previously thought 
and only accelerating. We owe it to ourselves and 

to future generations, to the animals and other 
inhabitants of this world, to do our best to combat 

these two problems. Increasing and restoring native 
forest coverage is a step in the right direction 

and a moral and practical imperative. Our 
descendants will judge us and our actions: 

indeed we ourselves will too!”

“Mechanisms to encourage longer 
term sustainable tree-/wildlife- 
friendly use of farming set aside. 

Significant money is currently spent on set 
aside, with little guarantee of meaningful 
long term environmental gain. Strategies 
to encourage more rapid replacement of 
non-native conifer plantations with less 
intensive native planting. Strategies to 

encourage the linking of proximate areas 
of woodland with significant wildlife 

‘corridors’.”

“I live in an 
area where ancient trees 

are getting felled all the time for 
development by shooting estates or house 

builders to name but a few. I hope that the Scottish 
government decides to protect all ancient woodland from 

development. Shooting estates and developers are the biggest 
destroyers of woodland that I can see around me, with farming 

and their toxic chemicals coming in from the rear. The fields and 
shooting estates that surround these ancient forests are now covered 

in so many toxic substances and antibiotics for game that they will also 
surely struggle in the future. I hope that the Scottish government enforces 

diversity in our forests so we are not just left with acres of timber trees, 
planted in straight lines, dark even during the summer as everything is so 
tightly planted, with no wildlife within them. These miserable places don’t 

even have birds singing. Please protect all ancient trees and woodlands 
now! Please protect all land surrounding ancient forests now! Turn this 

into dedicated organic farmland or pasture, where it is currently sprayed. 
Please dedicate new land to mixed forests now, using seed from our 
current stock of ancient woods! If we act now these may not be lost 

forever! Just because these ancient forests do not make profit 
for landowners, they are always the first to go. However they 

provide so many vital roles to us like providing air filtering, 
oxygen, homes to wildlife and the pollinators of our 
crops, flood prevention amongst others. I say this 

as a Scottish resident who despairs at the 
lack of respect for our land by so 

many who own it!”

“Finally, 
the success of 

community woodlands 
needs to be recognised and 

built on. Broadening the range of 
ownership and interest in woods is 
essential in building a well-wooded 

Scotland where woods are valued and 
looked after.”
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“It is important to 
limit any disturbance 

to woodlands unless it is to 
improve the natural balance of 
the ecosystem or to add native 

species to it. Ancient woodlands 
are so magical; protection 
of these places must be a 

priority.”

“Native woodland 
not only makes a greater 

contribution to biodiversity than 
planted conifers but new native 

plantings are also more beneficial for 
climate change reduction due to their 

permanence and their reduced need for, 
or elimination of, a range of management 
factors (felling, abstraction, replanting, 

brashing, track construction and 
maintenance) all of which 

contribute to global carbon 
content.”

 
“I personally have 

planted many native trees 
in my garden. It is very important 

to the biodiversity of Scotland for all to 
do this, as well as the Woodland Trust. Deer 
management should be far more creative, 
in that making venison easily and cheaply 

available would mean more funds could be put 
into the increase of woodlands. I am always 

astounded that venison remains a luxury meat...
Having grown up on it in my birth country, we 
should not be discarding deer carcasses, but 

seeing them as part of the strategy. More 
attention needs to be paid to the species 

Japanese Knotweed which is always 
a big invasive problem in the 

lowlands.”

“The fact that there is no obligation 
for native woodland planting to go 

above 5,000 hectares per year, potentially 
saddles us with a further increase in 

inappropriate conifer plantation lacking 
in biodiversity and damaging the wider 

environment with the its acidified water run-
off. Let alone the damage to the eye of serried 

ranks of industrial Sitka. We clearly need 
a much more ambitious figure to truly 

rejuvenate our native woodland.”

“The commercial forests of non-native 
conifers in planted in regimented rows create 

dark dead forest floors where most other vegetation 
is slowly killed off. In order to grow straight commercially 
viable straight trunks the trees are planted closely. These 

forests are quite different from those in which the conifers grow 
in North America where each tree has its own space to develop 

naturally over time. These blocks of commercial forest are dungeons 
compared to our much more open Scottish native woodland. The mature 
open aspects of Scots pine natural forest allow light to reach the forest 
floor and encourage a multitude of other plants and fungi and therefore 
animals to thrive. Scenically they are infinitely preferable to the Stygian 

commercial plantations. On higher hills the stunted birch woodlands 
compare well with the subarctic woodland of northern Scandinavia. They 

are open areas where heathers can grow protecting violets, grass of 
Parnassus and where sundews and piguicolas thrive  

on damp peaty banks.
Now that increasing numbers of hillsides are being or have already 

been blighted by huge wind turbines it is more important than 
ever that everything that can be to enhance our countryside 

is done. This can be helped by widespread and sensitive 
planting of native species and restricting 

commercial plantings to less visible areas.”

 
“I very much support 

the above strategies and needs 
for our woodlands and forests as a bee 

keeper I’m very aware of their importance to 
the country as a whole. We need to protect what 
cannot be replaced for wildlife as well as our own 

and children’s future 
These sights are of invaluable economic importance 

too. Providing a home for insects and pollinators which 
we rely on for food security, especially post Brexit. The 
woods lock up significant amounts of carbon and help 
prevent flooding, again things which are going to cost 

the country millions as climate change progresses. 
They’re also fundamental to our health and well-
being which is a constant pressure on the NHS. 

The loss to wildlife, people and the economy 
significantly outweighs any potential 

travel benefits as HS2 is likely to 
be used by a wealthy few.”



“As a tree surgeon, I regularly see new housing 
developments abutting old established woodlands. The 
developers, keen to maximise their return, build right up 
to the boundary. There is often a small area of garden 
ground between the woodland and the houses, but 
often the protected root zone is either compromised by 
compaction or by a change in ground level as a result 
of soil being graded on top of the existing ground levels. 
House owners are then rightfully wanting unstable 
and diseased trees removed which have succumbed 
to root damage. Home owners are also scared of the 
proximity of large trees looming over their garden ground 
or in striking distance of their house and want healthy 
trees removed. In my opinion, the distance of housing 
development to woodlands needs to be tightened up and 
then managed accordingly.”

“The strategy should include an element to bring 
together Government and conservation bodies to 
increase the connected area of woodland within Scotland 
to create woodland corridors etc... Biodiversity should 
be the prime focus of the strategy rather than climate 
change. The planting of trees and the preservation of 
habitat will contribute to climate change - the main 
approaches to climate change should be via changing 
energy supply and usage.”

“An expansion plan for old native small pinewoods with 
animal protection. Good walkers access to hills via 
suitable routes with stiles or gates not through bogs. A 
greater amount of planting of native broad leaf species 
that provide good colour and diversity to the landscape. 
Reducing deer grazing significantly. Linking woodlands 
that exist with a more diverse species range.”

“We rely on you to protect our Woodland, we are losing so 
much please listen and adopt a stated promise to protect 
our ancient woodland.”

“It is a shocking factor that even now we still do not 
recognise that we must preserve these ancient habitats. 
Surely with global warming constantly in the press, we 
should be seeking out and doing our utmost to ensure future 
generations can benefit from this environment.”

“There is no doubt that is essential to our environment 
and our well being that we create new native woodland, 
improve the condition of our existing woodlands and protect 
our ancient woodland. We should also have policies to 
improve access to woodlands to allow people to enjoy and 
understand why it is critical to protect our woodlands. 
Improved footpaths, signage and walking guides.”

“A future strategy for Scotland’s forestry and woodland 
must protect what little remains of our ancient forests. 
A focus on planting trees purely to meet quotas, without 
consideration for the full ecological impact of species being 
planted must be avoided. We need more mixed, native 
woodland, trees such as oak, beech and hazel, which provide 
habitat for lots of creatures benefits our soils and rivers and 
brings joy to all who walk amongst them.”

“Native woodland is vital for the conservation of our 
iconic native species, for example, red squirrels, pine 
martens, the wild cat and the capercaillie. Encouraging 
the planting of native woodland will ensure the habitat 
for such species is protected. Properly managed 
woodland can be enjoyed by all, encouraging people to 
spend more time outdoors enjoying nature, and is thus 
beneficial for their well-being.”

This is Scotland’s past and could 
be our legacy. After generations of 
exploitation its time to realise the 
gravity of the situation and start 
improving our country’s wild places for 
future generations to enjoy and revere. 
For now, we have a great resource that 
we should treasure and allow to regrow 
to its former glory with the help of 
knowledgeable and passionate citizens. 
This would bring untold benefits to the 
population with jobs, tourism and a 
focus of mindfulness for the population 
to remain outward looking with pride 
and bravery in these turbulent times.”

“Protecting our ancient woodland is essential with only 
1% of Scotland’s land mass still covered with ancient 
woodland. Over the last 30 years at least 14% of what 
little remains of Scotland’s ancient woodland has been 
lost forever. Even a basic Forestry Strategy should 
categorically state that there should be no further loss of 
ancient woodland in Scotland. If you look at the contrast 
between original and planted forests in New Zealand, 
you can see why this is essential. In addition, in planted 
woodlands, we need to switch away from clear-felling 
to harvesting while maintaining cover. This is used for 
almost all the vast French forests with great success.”

“Maintaining diversity of our habitats is important for 
other than purely immediate financial benefit. If the 
government does not ensure the diversity is maintained 
and improved then commercial interests will continue to 
remove diversity where it is not commercially beneficial.”

“Please do not destroy the ancient woodlands, our children 
and their children should have this invaluable environment 
- it is not ours to destroy. We need to stop destroying the 
natural word.”

“We would welcome efforts to specifically connect 
separate woodlands to create extensive forested 
areas. This would provide corridors for wildlife mobility 
and diversity. For the same reason we would like 
to see the Scottish Government positively foster 
collaboration between the Woodland Trust and other 
similar organisations concerned with the conservation 
and development of wild places and wild life. Such a 
concerted effort would be more effective in the crucial 
endeavour to preserve Scottish wildlife heritage for 
future generations.”

“There are vast swathes of the Scottish countryside that 
are almost a ‘desert’ in terms of wildlife and biodiversity 
- namely the heather moors that are maintained for the 
benefit of Grouse and Deer. The Scottish government 
should consider forcing large landowners to plant a 
certain % of their land with natural forests, in order that 
they can continue to conduct their activities but at the 
same time regenerate the woodlands that will bring 
benefit to the wider population over time.”

“It appears to me that there are no downsides to the 
creation of new native woodlands. The encouragement 
of, and support to, landowners at every level is 
imperative.”

“I would hope that the strategy will increase the 
protection of the few ancient woodlands that survive and 
encourage a sensible management of existing woodlands 
without drastically reducing the varied wildlife that 
inhabit them. I also think the annual planting amount 
should be increased to at least 7,500 hectares as our 
native species do seem to take a while to catch up 
with non-native species and where it is a plan of mixed 
planting, the proportion of native to non-native should 
be appropriate for the overall scheme and enforced. 
No allowing accidental damage/removal of the native 
varieties, suddenly replace by extra money-making non-
native species.”

“Becoming in this area, as already in others, an exemplar 
for UK policy on the environment. A clear plan of action 
to achieve this aim should be specific as to time scale, 
areas of focus and measurements of success, and not be 
undermined by false perceptions of what constitutes a 
truly ambitious Forestry Strategy.”

“Woodlands are a place for rest and recreation as well as 
a refuge for wildlife; so much of our wildlife is in decline 
and increasing native woods can be a step to reverse 
this.”

“Making these changes will demonstrate Scotland’s 
commitment to being the progressive, sector leading 
nation it aspires to be and help to ensure the remains 
of its enviable natural heritage are protected and 
improved.”

“I would like more native trees in Scotland and not more 
industrial forestry. More natural planting.”

I have two children in their late teens: 
in my and their lifetime we face 

the triple catastrophes of climate 
change, mass species extinction and 

economic chaos. This strategy is 
an important opportunity to make 

wise choices to help avoid these 
disasters. Please explicitly commit 
to protect all ancient woodlands in 

Scotland, to increase the proportion 
of native species planted year on 

year, and to manage forests to curb 
over grazing and invasive species. We 
urgently need to protect and expand 

woodland habitats for our native 
flora and fauna and to reduce our 

national carbon footprint. Scotland’s 
economy needs to be built on a rich, 
sustainable, biodiverse habitat in 
which all inhabitants, human and 

otherwise can thrive and co-exists for 
generations to come. Thank you.”

“Thank you for supporting our environment, and therefore 
our people’s future.”
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Scotland’s woods are 
important-it is vital that 
they should be protected 

and well managed. Please 
ensure steps are taken to 
make this a key issue in 
the planned strategy.”

• “Restoring riverbank woodland, creating vital 
corridors for wildlife along rivers and burns. 

• The introduction of a licensing system for driven 
grouse shooting, which would ensure the recovery of 
woodland.

• Expanding woodland and wood pasture to cover at 
least 30% of Scotland’s land, using native trees. 

• Bringing as many farm woodlands as possible into 
active management. This would benefit wildlife as 
well as offer income or wood-fuel to communities 
and land owners.

I feel incredibly lucky to live in this beautiful country, 
but it is also sadly one of the most denatured areas 
on Earth. A Forestry Strategy that takes bold steps 
to protect native trees and ancient woodland, that 
puts wildlife front and centre of its policies, is urgently 
needed.”

“Please protect the woodland!”

“However, new planting should also take into account 
the existing environment to ensure, for example, that 
iconic views are not lost. It should also be easier for 
small landowners to get assistance with clearing 
invasive species.”

“Living in the Highlands opens my eyes to the number 
of log lorries I see passing every day. On my travels 
around Lochaber I see massive spaces where beautiful 
woodlands used to be. I see our woodlands disappearing 
so fast it really scares me. I know a certain amount of 
trees have to be cut down but surely there should be 
some sort of control as to the amount cut down. I would 
be happy to backup any ‘body’ willing to help save our 
beautiful woodlands.”

“I think it is unacceptable that any landowner should get 
(very generous) grants for planting non-native conifers 
such as Sitka spruce.
It is also important to preserve sizeable open areas, 
especially with heather for native birds to breed.”

“When you open the doors to many an object on such 
beautiful land then the land is no more but a load of 
concrete and obstruction to the real flora and fauna. 
Committing such a crime to the habitat is less than 
attractive just blatantly like everywhere else....Spoilt 
unsightly and messed up! I would take ancient green 
woodland in all its glory a thousand times over for its 
naturalness.”

“I think trees and forests are so important for our well-
being as well as for protecting our land from erosion. 
I’d love to see a commitment to increasing our natural 
forests by planting more Scots Pines and to making 
forests accessible to all.”

“First and foremost save established and ancient 
woodland from unnecessary development plus stop 
unelected bodies from deciding that trees are none 
native to certain areas and poisoning and felling them 
even though they have been there for hundreds of years. 
After all trees are oxygen.”

“I would like to see a strong commitment to planting 
more native species and increasing native woodland 
available for recreational and environmental uses. As 
the Woodland Trust point out, levels of native woodland 
will decline over the coming years if the strategy is not 
changed. Financial resources need to be set aside for 
deer fencing to protect younger trees. I would not like 
to see an increase in culling. Resources also need to 
be allocated to attracting younger people to work in 
forestry and more detail about how this is to be done. 
We should protect our landscape and commit to not 
losing any more ancient woodland in stronger terms 
than currently in this document.”

“PONTICUM is of great concern - if not my greatest. It 
must be removed or eradicated.”

“Looking after existing native forest important for 
climate change, many species and tourism.”

“It is heartening to know that the Scottish Government 
takes an interest in maintaining our ancient woodland 
and in planting new forests for the future. In Scotland 
we are fortunate to have abundant areas of wild land 
that could be replanted with enormous benefits for 
people and wildlife. I whole-heartedly support the work 
of the Woodland Trust to this end.”

“As a visitor to the region, who comes to enjoy the 
stunning natural landscape, I would be immensely 
disappointed to see this ancient woodland destroyed  
in the pursuit of financial gain.”

“I am a frequent visitor to Scotland, as I love its stunning 
natural environment and support its enhancement. I 
would further support consideration of top predator re 
introduction as per Yellowstone National Park in the US.”

“There would be no loss of ancient (or any) woodland and 
new woodlands should be actively increased.
 Local authorities should have the power (and use this 
power) to compulsory purchase vacant brown field 
sites from the land owners within a reasonable time 
period (1 year?) unless they develop the existing land or 
buildings. If the land is not developed, the local authority 
(or Scottish Government) should purchase the land and 
sell it to developers to build much needed affordable 
new housing. By using vacant brown field sites, the 
green sites can be retained and improved for everyone. 
The local authorities (or Scottish Government) should 
ACTIVELY ensure that land owners should not simply sit 
on brown field sites and do nothing (but accrue profits).”

“All of the above. Can some areas remain inaccessible, to 
allow wildlife to flourish?”

“I agree completely with the Woodlands Trust’s 
proposals, particularly the vital protection of existing 
ancient woodland. It is time to seriously consider 
reintroduction of lynx to help with the control of deer 
numbers.”

“In the future native ancient woodland will be a very 
important resource. It is imperative that it is protected.”

“It is critical that we protect our ancient woodland and 
do not allow any more to be lost. The clue is in the name! 
It’s ancient and so cannot be quickly replaced. A second 
priority should be to plant new native tress to replace 
what has been lost. We preserve the heritage but should 
also build for the future. It is especially important to 
plant diverse, native species, not imported. The effects 
of ash die back and dutch elm emphases the risks of too 
narrow a biosphere and the danger of introducing pests 
and diseases.”

“The proportion of native forest in Scotland is deplorable 
and sets a poor example to under developed nations that 
are currently destroying their own forests.”

“It is truly devastating that there are so little untouched 
natural paces in Scotland left. Everywhere I look in the 
central belt is farmland or suburban sprawls. It’s such a 
travesty for nature and our environment to lose so much 
of our natural world. I also despair at the sight of so 
many cheap nasty new build developments being thrown 
up in hardly any time they look awful, have a terrible 
impact on our natural world. I hope that Scotland can 
take a lead in the UK for protecting our beautiful natural 
world. Stop allowing it to disappear in the name of 
money.”

“Protecting existing native woodlands and creating 
new ones, especially when they link with existing ones 
to create wildlife corridors is vital to safeguarding 
Scotland’s biodiversity for future generations.”

“When you open the doors to many an object on such 
beautiful land then the land is no more but a load of 
concrete and obstruction to the real flora and fauna. 
Committing such a crime to the habitat is less than 
attractive just blatantly like everywhere else... Spoilt 
unsightly and messed up! I would take ancient green 
woodland in all its glory a thousand times over for its 
naturalness.”

“Develop and promote a definitive method of monitoring 
and assessing herbivore impacts in all native woodland 
and wood pasture habitats.
Develop and promote the use of ‘protection forestry’ 
based on continuous cover rather than clear felling on 
steep slopes.
Create wood lots for local people on the FCS estate.”

Protecting woodland 
areas that already 

exist from housing and 
industrial developments.”

We must safeguard 
future wildlife, flora 

and fauna and climate 
changes through 

maintaining ancient 
woods and ensuring 

many more native trees 
to Scotland are planted 

and well maintained. 
Therefore the above 
strategy is of vital 

importance.” 

“Please protect our trees and their inhabitants.”



“Improved woodlands will 
be good for tourism, and the 
income generated by that. 
Scottish woodlands inspire my 
husband and me to often stay 
within Scotland for our holidays 
rather than going abroad, and 
I am sure they draw in tourists 
from other countries too.”

“I think we need to pass strong legislation 
to protect what forest we have. At the same 
time, commit to increase forested areas - 
particularly in the large areas of heather 
moorland in the north.”
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“We also need to have an integrated strategy when it comes to 
development and land use. Greenbelts are being eroded due to real 
estate development in the suburbs of our cities (especially Glasgow), 
when large areas of city centres are ripe for redevelopment. Although 
it might not add to much overall, our urban and suburban wooded 
areas are also important, especially for those unable to escape the city 
on a regular basis.

Woodland strategy should also be connected to broader land use 
strategy in rural areas. Too much land is privately owned and used 
primarily for shooting, when it could be converted to woodland and 
used in more innovative ways.”

Finally, we should also consider reintroducing predators to check the 
excessive deer population, which undermines the regrowth of wooded 
areas.”

“The strategy should include an element to 
bring together Government and conservation 
bodies to increase the connected area of 
woodland within Scotland to create woodland 
corridors etc... Biodiversity should be the 
prime focus of the strategy rather than 
climate change. The planting of trees and 
the preservation of habitat will contribute 
to climate change - the main approaches to 
climate change should be via changing energy 
supply and usage.”
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“We cannot be the 
generation that 
lets go of that 
remaining 1%. Be 
the leaders that 
explicitly stand 
up for Scotland’s 
ancient woodland.”

“I believe that we 
need to fully protect 
irreplaceable 
habitats for our 
native plants and 
wildlife.”
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“Native species of trees and plants need to be 
encouraged not only to protect the local wildlife but 
also to stop soil erosion. Living close to a river we see 
the constant changes and damage the weather can 
create. On a personal level three trees (one complete 
with bird box) have been lost due to flooding.”
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“There must be a greater 
balance between a sustainable 
forestry industry and that which 
preserves ancient woodland, 
and actively develops natural 
woodland. Commercial forestry 
is important but the damage 
that has done in the past to 
local habitat is no longer an 
acceptable strategy for the 
future of Scotland’s forestry and 
woodland.”

“Mistreat or abandon your heritage forests and 
fail to plant new native woods at your peril. 
Governments can be brought down by such non-
political issues… so beware!”

“Create wildlife corridors between 
separated pieces of woodland and 
provide incentives to reconnect isolated 
woodland patches. There should also be 
a replacement obligation for removed 
trees in settlements to replace with 
three newly planted trees as close to the 
original location as possible. Restrict 
planning permission for building housing 
on existing woodland and farmland to 
isolated buildings only. We don’t want to 
see more of those of town new housing 
developments any more.”

“Please protect and 
restore Scotland’s ancient 
Caledonian forest. It is 
truly a wonderful and 
unique national treasure. 
Nothing in the world 
compares to the sights, 
sounds and scents of Glen 
Affric!”

“Ancient woodland should 
have the same legal protection 
as ancient buildings. Many 
ancient woodlands are older 
than protected buildings and if 
removed cannot be rebuilt like 
a building can. I understand 
that the UK imports venison, 
yet here in Scotland we suffer 
from over grazing by deer. 
Surely we should be using home 
produce and at the same time 
aiding natural regeneration of 
trees until a sensible balance is 
achieved.”

“Since 2006 we have been fighting a development on privately 
owned land which has seen 700 tonnes of woodland felled and sold 
commercially. 
The land has a public right of way through it. The trees consisted of 
specimen trees and native trees, which Fife Council called ‘weeds’. All 
the trees did the same thing - they absorbed carbon dioxide, which is a 
greenhouse gas and emitted oxygen for all our benefit. Even more trees 
are going to be felled if the development goes ahead, including specimen 
ancient oaks, which support thousands of insects and birds. I strongly 
feel that the felling of trees to appease greedy developers and councils 
is morally wrong when we all know the benefits to our planet’s health 
of keeping trees. Developments should be built around trees and trees 
should not be felled as a matter of course, turning the land barren.”

“Ancient woodland is 
irreplaceable.”
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“Britain’s withdrawal from the Common Agricultural Policy 
offers a fantastic opportunity to re-evaluate management of the 
countryside, and plant woodland in upland areas that currently 
can only farm sheep with the help of excessive subsidies. This 
money could be put to much better use reforesting these areas 
with native woodland.”

“Ancient woodlands are a special environment and deserve every 
protection we can give. New woodlands with native trees are an 
investment in the natural sustainability of Scotland’s lands.”

“This Government is too good at issuing draft strategies without 
detail or the means of legislative teeth to enforce it. Pussy-footing 
to forestry interests will not solve our declining native woodlands 
problems. The Government must have the determination to sort 
environmental issues without regard to vested interests.”

“The loss in native Scotland’s bird life over the last decade has 
been appalling! Disease has affected many of our native tree 
species. At Irvine New Town, where I was once Managing Director, 
we ensured the protection of existing trees and planted many more 
for future please have a Scotland wildlife policy with particular 
protection of Ancient species for future generations. Many thanks.”

“I want to see a much higher area of native planting in the plans, 
50,000 ha. I want to see proper funding levels for management 
and protection of existing native woodland, especially against deer 
and rhododendron. I want to see proper protective legislation to 
absolutely make sure no more ancient woodland is lost. It is one of 
the most important things to save in this beautiful country!!”

“End any further loss of ancient woodland
• Increase native woodland planting
• End damage done to woodlands by inappropriate grazing of 

wild deer
• End damage done to woodlands by invasive rhododendron”

“I would like more native trees in Scotland and not more industrial 
forestry. More natural planting.”

“I am a regular walker climber and skier among other outdoor 
activities in my beloved Scotland, whilst doing my outdoor 
activities the lack of Scottish natural forestry makes me sad, and 
the amount of squares of industrial tree planting in squares of 
intense pines killing everything below them also makes me sad, but 
trees are better than sheep or cows so it makes me sad to think I 
would prefer industrial tree planting as opposed to none! Please 
for my country’s sake plant more native species of trees. I will 
never live to see a re-forested Scotland but dream of seeing a start 
made.”

“Further to the concerns expressed above, I believe there should 
be more emphasis in the strategy on management of forestry to 
maximise biodiversity and ensure the conservation of valuable 
and endangered species. This has been a focus the work of Forest 
Enterprise Scotland over recent years and it would be short-
sighted if this was lost to purely commercial interests.”

“I visited Scotland with my partner as a tourist last summer. 
We hoped to visit the ancient woodlands and experience native 
Scotland with an interest to set up a business as wilderness guides 
however, we left feeling underwhelmed and disappointed and 
deeply saddened by the lack of woodland and the minimal efforts 
made to protect these habitats. We won’t be visiting Scotland until 
more areas have been protected and re-wilded. We will instead go 
to Norway again where the land management is more respectful 
and harmonious with the native flora and fauna.”

“We need to ban driven grouse and pheasant shoots, strengthen 
the laws to protect against raptor poisoning and mountain 
hare culls and end the tax relief to shooting estates. This baton 
landscape is managed for shooting. Think of the tourist revenue 
possible in a natural landscape with abundant wildlife and open to 
all to use.”
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“Keep it native. The tree species that grew before mankind have 
more right to be here. Keep it wild. Forests are not a play-park 
to be planned with paths from B&Q and car parks charging for 
‘maintenance’; nature can maintain itself just fine.”

“Stop using our beautiful woodlands to fill peoples (especially I hear 
English buyers undercutting locals as desperate) biomass plants 
and wood burners, the landscape is disappearing and it’s such a 
shame.”

“1% of ancient forest left in Scotland. Plant more native deciduous 
species to join up the remaining pockets of ancient wood. Remove 
deer. Deer proof fence areas until trees mature then let deer 
numbers recover. Remove Rhododendron to free up land to plant 
with native tree species. Make forests more engaging for public 
with car parks, bike trails, paths, tree planting. Invest to encourage 
tourism bringing in more revenue to area creating more revenue to 
government to spend on trees.”

“It is such a dear issue and as such any further efforts made can 
only go to the further benefit of the wildlife that is of such great 
importance to the country. The opportunity to act is remarkable, in 
my own small efforts to grow and plant native trees to benefit the 
animals now rare to certain areas I can only see through the great 
swathes of barren land I see stretch from the west to the east 
coast the immense task and the opportunity for good that can be 
undertaken. My best wishes and all the luck.”

“The most natural way to promote our native woodlands and 
protect them from over grazing is the reintroduction of our 
native top predators, in particular grey wolf and Eurasian lynx. 
These keep the deer moving, prevent them from grazing young 
trees and naturally cull out ill and weak animals. This should be 
seen, alongside the curtailing and reduction of grouse moors and 
shooting estates, as a natural progression to improve the well-
being of both our existing native woodlands and the planting and 
regeneration of lost native woodlands.”

“Think of our children and their future and their mental health. We 
so desperately need to preserve these precious spaces.”

“Nature needs to be our number 1 priority otherwise my generation 
and future ones will not have a future. Stop damaging wildlife, and 
respect it.”



“Protecting and increasing our ancient woodland would 
have many benefits for Scotland. It would increase our 
feeling of well being, significantly improve the landscape 
and natural beauty, help wildlife, improve drainage 
and water run-off and encourage more income through 
tourism.”

I would like to see the removal 
of tree tubes and vole guards 

added as a compulsory 
requirement of meeting the 

Forestry grant requirements. 
New woodlands are not nice 

places to be as they are littered 
with broken plastic spirals and 
guards. The current situation 

is bad for the environment and 
so makes the forestry industry 

(a supposedly sustainable 
one) look terrible. Another 

alternative would be to support 
the development of a fully 

biodegradable alternative or 
to focus on deer management 
and stop using individual tree 

guards all together.”

“Please look at, and learn from best practice, at the 
work going on in other countries, particularly northern 
European countries. How can all interested agencies, 
work together to ensure our woodlands and forests 
are sustainable, accessible and a learning resource to 
future generations? I would like to see how traditional 
industries, crafts and contemporary practice in, for 
example, eco and environmental art, conservation and 
the cultural and creative industries might work together 
with those who maintain and manage our forests 
and woodlands. How might we encourage younger 
generations to look after woodland and the wildlife 
dependant on it? This might involve partnerships with 
universities, schools, conservation groups (Public and 
third sector organisations working together.) As always, 
questions of management, conservation and public 
access need to be addressed. By bringing such groups 
together new and imaginative ways forward just might 
be possible...”

“More woodlands. It will take a century for them to 
come to fruition but what a worthwhile investment for 
the future. Buy more land from landowners and plant 
trees. True ecological deserts are the wide grouse moors. 
We’ve been conned into believing these are natural 
environments.”

“I skipper and give commentary to 130 people 3 x a 
day on a vessel at Fort William. Talk extensively about 
history of ancient forest. Guests horrified at destruction 
of forest and how little remains. 30 years ago FCS 
still felling Ancient forest to plant conifers. Policy now 
reversed but not enough being done replanting Ancient 
forest. Crucial habitat for Red Squirrel, Wild Cat, Pine 
Martin. Crucial for tourism, our biggest industry. Need to 
create forest corridors connecting bits of ancient forest. 
Deer in mature forest ok but no chance for new forest 
to grow with 1M deer population. FCS Rhododendron 
clearance contractors [have] very low competency 
level. Clear areas but don’t deal with cuttings properly 
so encouraging to spread. Better/more public facilities 
needed. Compost toilets at car park sites.”

“Woods and trees are so valuable to local communities, 
as well as helping to protect the environment. Anything 
that can be done in Scotland to stem the loss of existing 
woodland, especially ancient, has to be done now. If we 
wait any longer, more irreplaceable woods and trees will 
have disappeared and we will all be the poorer.”

• “Please ensure there is NO FURTHER LOSS of ancient 
or old woodland and forest; they are precious.

• The deer herds should be better managed for the sake 
of future woodlands.

• Proper targets should be set and adhered to.
• Please concentrate on planting native species rather 

than plantations of non-native species.
• Restoration of woodlands and replanting of woodlands 

is long overdue in Scotland.”

“Please save our ancient trees, once they’re gone, they’re 
gone and we need to preserve our beautiful country as 
much as possible!”

“More transparency regarding commercial forestry 
practice. Including publication of species diversity 
surveys and consultation with local environmental 
groups before any mass harvesting is carried out.”

“Protect established trees in development areas; any tree 
over 50 years old should be considered an asset.”

“Scottish wild deer is a low cruelty source of relatively 
healthy meat and the numbers are too high so there 
must be some way of making the most of this situation 
to make venison readily available in Scottish food shops.”
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“The undoubted beauty of Scotland is marred by the 
paucity of native woodlands compared to most other 
countries. This has a detrimental effect on climate 
and biodiversity as well as scenic impoverishment. 
Regeneration of many native woodlands is affected 
by factors including excessive grazing by sheep and 
deer. I support the aims of the Woodland Trust in 
advocating the protection and enhancement of native 
woodlands, including wide scale planting and re-
connection of existing fragmented woodlands. Our aim 
should be to enrich the environment for the benefit of 
future generations rather than the progressive decline 
witnessed over the past decades. I hope that policy 
makers will prioritise the protection and expansion of 
native woodlands in developing the Forestry Strategy.”

“It is really important for the strategy to be made up 
of native trees, to ensure they are disease resistant 
and that all woods are managed for sustainability 
and longevity. Any existing ancient woodland is a vital 
resource for the indigenous fauna & flora and unless 
cared for we risk complete loss of native species.”

I completely support the 
recommendations to enhance 

the current proposals made by 
the Woodland Trust. Woodlands 

are a long-term investment; 
failing to do what we can now 

will forever degrade our native 
landscape. Let’s not miss this 

opportunity.”

“As well as increasing planting rates for native trees, 
I’d like to see the strategy prioritise the importance of 
managing native woods for wildlife and biodiversity 
(as per Scottish Biodiversity Strategy). Where 
does innovation in terms of agroforestry, natural 
regeneration, protection of ancient woodland and 
community ownership sit? Surely these are important 
too? For me there’s insufficient substance in the strategy 
- who is responsible for delivering, when and what will 
success look like? How long do we have to wait for an 
action plan?”

“The moral imperative now is to help nature heal. In 
Scotland we have lost 97% of our natural woodland. 
We have drained our wetlands and overplanted our 
peat lands with exotic conifers. We’ve eliminated 
many species that once lived here including our large 
carnivores. WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO DEMAND THAT 
OTHER COUNTRIES SAVE THEIR LIONS, TIGERS OR 
WOLVES. WE’RE IN NO POSITION TO CONDEM THE 
FELLING OF RAINFORESTS OR THE OVERFISHING 
OF SEAS. If Scotland is serious about its international 
reputations as a modern, progressive nation then 
we need to walk the walk. WE CANNOT TAKE AND 
CONSUME WITH IMPUNITY. 
We all come to Scotland’s landscapes and the myriad 
species within them from different perspectives, 
passions and economic interests. But we all share a 
desire to live in a healthy resilient environment where 
clean air, fresh water, safe shelter and wholesome 
food are a given. This is why I advocate the notion of 
REWILDING SCOTLAND.
Scotland today is a consequence of decisions made in 
the past. REWILDING is a choice we have for the future. 
We owe it to future generations to open our minds and 
challenge ourselves to make the right decisions now. 
There is a growing scientific consensus that the next 
30 years will be decisive for nature. It is in this narrow 
window of time that we must take action as a society 
and as a species to halt the unhappy march towards a 
6th mass extinction that we are currently on. Against 
such a backdrop, the worst decision we can make is  
DO NOTHING.
Please give real consideration to REWILDING and serious 
deer management. Bring back ace predators. We are one 
of the very few countries in the world THAT REFUSE to 
live with species that give balance to nature.  
To quote Albert Einstein, WE CANNOT SOLVE THE 
PROBLEMS WE HAVE CREATED BY THE SAME 
THINKING THAT CREATED THEM.”“The restoration and protection of native woodlands 

are vitally important for mitigating climate change and 
ensuring Scotland’s biological diversity. I would urge the 
Scottish Government to strengthen its forestry strategy 
by including the points raised in this message.”

“I believe this is a very important issue and we should 
have much more mixed natural trees and less planting 
for industry.”

“Scotland is defined partly by its landscape and 
wildlife, without native woodlands being protected and 
increased we lose our identity, our environment changes 
and Scotland loses out. The beauty of our landscape 
is critical to maintaining our identity globally, this 
is essential for large parts if our economy including 
tourism, farming, fishing etc. and the nation’s sanity. 
Scotland without proper trees and woods would be a 
very sad place. Please continue to improve upon what we 
already have.”

“We must never let our forest’s and woodlands 
disappear. We must look closely and stop the rich 
developers destroying them. We all use our forests during 
our lifetime do we must ensure future generations enjoy 
them too. Also we need to combat climate change by 
planting as many trees as we can.”

“Please protect our trees and there inhabitants.”



woodlandtrust.org.uk/campaigns
01738 635544

Woodland Trust, South Inch Business Centre, Shore Road, Perth, PH2 8BW
The Woodland Trust logo is a registered trademark. The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales 

number 294344 and in Scotland number SC038885. A non-profit making company limited by guarantee.  
Registered in England number 1982873. Front Cover: Laurie Campbell 13239 01/19


