
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT - 1981 

Countryside Rights 
of Way (CRoW) Act -

2000

Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act - 2006

Public access rights 
to  open countryside , and access 

for woodland. 
Strengthens and updates 

legislation around Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) included in 

the Wildlife and Countryside Act  
(1981)

Government appears to consider the hundreds of environmental legislative measures in England as 
‘red tape’.  Many – like these below – build on and strengthen previous guidance and are intrinsically 

linked. Without them our wildlife is at risk!

Species- and habitat-specific, 
this adds clarity in protecting 

our wildlife. The 2007 
amendment clarified those 

species protected

Conserves our unique 
biodiversity, requires every 

public authority to ‘have 
regard to’ biodiversity –

which allows the public to 
hold local Councils to 

account….

….this
essentially gives 

evidence & support 
for no further 
loss of ancient 

woodland

Translates 
European aims 
into UK-wide 

responsibilities 
for protecting 

wildlife

The UK’s 
international 
commitments 

made at 
Nagoya in 
2010 are 

underpinned 
by all 
of this 

different yet 
connected 
legislation

First major piece of 
UK-wide wildlife legislation 
and a precursor to further 
wildlife legislation around 

the country. Unifies sites and 
species

TAKE 
ACTION! 

Habitat Regulations
– 1994 (updated 2007)
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