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Date Event / Meeting  
28-Jul-08 Public launch on site with TV and press 
29-Jul-08 Met Forestry Commission on site  
5-Aug-08 Sandridge public meeting in village hall. Full capacity, 300+, had to turn people away. 

Basic introduction to the Woodland Trust and our broad proposals. 
13-Aug-08 Meeting held at Nomansland Farm where residents raised initial concerns and these were 

noted. 

14-Aug-08 Public meeting held at Marshalswick Community Centre - again very well-attended 
21-Aug-08 Wheathampstead public meeting – Attendance  - 60+. Generally very positive meeting, 

concerns similar to previous meetings but overall very supportive. New questions 
regarding checklist of things to enable project to happen will be dealt with and repeat 
question regarding current land price and why we didn’t buy 3 years ago came through 
quite strongly.  Beric Read promoted his Hertfordshire way walk to raise funds for the 
project. 

26-Aug-08 Met Leader of St Albans DC, interim head of planning and senior green spaces managers.  
8-Sep-08 Meeting with neighbors Tara’s Retreat Care home to discuss proposals. 

16-Sep-08 Public meeting held at Southdown Halls in Harpenden -  well attended again. Presentation 
to Herts CC Rural affairs panel on project progress 

24-Sep-08 Confirmed meeting with Peter Liley MP James cooper and TSB 
30-Sep-08 Preparation for opening event. Met contractors and agreed locations for new kissing 

gates, for new public access. Delivered local information leaflet to village shop, pubs and 
businesses for display on the 1st. 

1-Oct-08 Opening event.  
07.30 – opened scout hut and set up for meeting guests. Met contractors on site to start 
installing new gates. 

08.30 – Paul live on three counties radio 
9.30 – Guests arriving for press launch. Representatives from Herts CC, St Albans DC, 
Sandridge, Harpenden and Wheathampstead Parish councils, The local scouts and 
Woodland Trust support group, Herts and Middlesex wildlife trust. We also had two film 
crews and a photographer, and a reporter from the Sunday Times. 

10.00 After coffee and biscuits we walked to the new entrance off the Hertfordshire way 
on the southern boundary of the new site. There we were able to take some good 
photographs of the Parish council representatives cutting the wire fence to create the new 
access point. St Albans DC and Herts CC hung the new gate and Jean from the support 
group put up the new welcome sign. 

10.30. Walked back to the Scout Hut via Langley wood. Managed to pick up two local dog 
walkers on the way who were really pleased about the new access land available and 
kindly offered interviews.  



2.30 – Filmed an Audio and video walk around the new land which will be available as a 
downloadable pod cast and audio trail. We walked a route from the Hertfordshire way 
down to the link through to Nomansland common which took  2 and a half hours with lots 
of stopping. We also managed to pop into Puddler’s wood which I had not been in before 
and had a good explore round. Some great Hornbeam and Small leaved lime stools in 
there. We  even noticed a Buzzard. 

20-Oct-08 Site meeting with Daily Mail re new partnership and article going in magazine on 1 Nov. 
10-Nov-08 Issued PO for desk based archaeological study. To be carried out by Heritage Network 

and completed before Christmas 

10-Nov-08 Appointed Louise Neicho from Earthworks as new Woodland Officer to help out in Herts. 
To start 26 Jan 09. 

14-Nov-08 Meeting with St Albans DC leader and planners to update on project.  

15-Nov-08 Conducted a site visit with 5 deputy Lord Lieutenants. Very positive and lots of support for 
the project and good contacts made. 

4-Dec-08 Meetings with neighbouring landowners – Nomansland Farm and Will Dickinson. Also had 
the horse consultation meeting in the evening at the scout hut. About 18 people turned up, 
went quite well, seemed keen for some new horse routes through the wood, particularly a 
link between Herts Way, Bridleway and Nomansland Common. 

4-Dec-08 Peter Ainsworthy MP visit with Sue and John. Went very well. 
9-Dec-08 Meeting on site with Richard Scott from Landlife to discuss potential for Forest of Flowers 

11-Dec-08 Communications team site visit and also had a meeting with Rob Davies from Herts CC 
Highways to look at traffic / car park issues etc 

18-Dec-08 
Marked roadside boundary with GPS and carried out tree safety survey. Site Risk 
Assessment also now completed 

8-Jan-09 
Erected permanent signs on all kissing gates advising public where they can and can't 
walk 

12-Jan-09 Met Simon West to discuss archaeological desk-based assessment and the way forward. 

19-Jan-09 

Held EIA scoping meeting in scout hut. 25 attendees, went very well and lots of interesting 
points raised. We're looking at all these and will decide whether they need addressing in 
the Environmental Statement.  

28-Jan-09 Herts Local Access Forum Winter walk around Heartwood, 20 attended 

10-Feb-09 
Gave talk to 30 members of Rotary Club, St Albans. lots of interested and supportive 
people, keen to organise a guided wlak on-site 

11-Feb-09 Attended evening meeting with Sandridge Parish Council - EIA / consultation 

17-Feb-09 

Met adjacent landowners - James Nall-Cain, Henry Jackson, Ian Smith and also Chris 
Oxhey (Sandridge cllr) and Christine Nutton (Sandridge Parish Magazine). Very positive 
support from everyone, keen for regular updates etc. 

19-Feb-09 
Met with Richard Sweetland, Manager of Nomansland Common. Very interested and 
supportive of project. Offered help with pest control and anti-social behaviour.  

20-Feb-09 
Met Salpi Gulbekian, Passport to Leisure, access group for people with learning and 
physical disabilities. Very interested and supportive, offered advice on Access for All. 

25-Feb-09 

Walk and talk on site with Ken and Linda Smith from Herts Natural History Society re 
breeding bird survey and other wildlife surveys.  Public guided walk with three members of 
the public. 

25-Feb-09 
Gave talk  to Herts Local Access Forum at Herts University, very supportive and 
interested in project 

27-Feb-09 
Met with Simon Bell - Landscape Architect to discuss collaborative working on landscape 
and recreational issues 

28-Feb-09 
Gave talk to Wheathampstead District Preservation Society - very interested and 
supportive. Have donated £1000 



28-Feb-09 
Held open day for people to drop in for a chat and give us their comments. Guided walks 
at 11am and 2pm, over 60 attended 

2-Mar-09 Met with St Albans DC - Chief Exec and Leader etc 

3-Mar-09 
Met with Neil Kieran, Anti Social Behaviour Police Officer. Discussed potential problems 
and solutions 

3-Mar-09 
Met with Herts Natural History Society. Interested in carrying out survey work before and 
after planting 

6-Mar-09 
Gave talk to 6th Formers at Monks Walk School, WGC, very interested in project, getting 
involved and carrying out scientific surveys 

12-Mar-09 Held public consultation guided walks at Heartwood, over 65 people attending,  
16-Mar-09 Woodland Discovery Days at Heartwood - 265 children and 49 adults from 11 schools. 

16-Mar-09 
Gave talk to residents of Tara's Retreat, neighboring elderly care home, all interested and 
supportive 

17-Mar-09 
Held public consultation guided walk at Heartwood, over 60 people attending, all very 
interested and supportive of project 

23-Mar-09 
Gave talk to Locality Planning, social workers and volunteers who work with elderly 
people, very interested and supportive of project 

27-Mar-09 
Held Herty Breakfast for the Institute of Directors at local Wicked Lady public house and 
then a guided walk around Heartwood  

31-Mar-09 
Meeting with Clive Miller, Project Manager of St Albans City Vision, interested in project 
and ways that we can work together 

3-Apr-09 
Site meeting with Anne Main MP. Good meeting, very supportive of the project and 
agreed to provide us with a supportive statement. 

8-Apr-09 
Led guided walk with the St Albans Rotary Club, 15 attended, all very interested and 
supportive, hoping to sponsor a grove 

27-Apr-09 
Meeting with neighbors Sandridge Scout who’s hut is next to Langley Wood - issues 
noted. 

1-May-09 

Held access day at Heartwood with over 30 people attending with a range of disabilities, 
including three wheelchair users, questionnaires completed about the current access and 
ways to improve it  

1-May-09 Met with Rural Vision consultants who are working on behalf of SADC. Update on project. 
5-May-09 Led guided Bluebell walks - 500 people, busy and successful day again 

12-May-09 Met with Mike Doggrell and Andrew Reid to discuss FBT etc 
19th May Meeting with SADC leaders and Woodland Trust Chief Executive and Trustees 

20-May-09 
Gave talk to Age Concern at Harpenden Day Centre, 15 attending, all very interested in 
project and future events 

20-May-09 Site visit with all Woodland Trust trustees, all happy and enthused with the site 

26-May-09 
Met Jon Green of Herts CC and Alex Laurie of CMS at Nomansland to discuss issues and 
future collaboration 

28-May-09 
Led family guided walks with around 25 children and 15 adults. Very well received and 
lots of fun 

29-May-09 
Met with Simon Bell to look at landscape and recreation issues for EIA. Also met with Rob 
Davies fro Herts CC highways and Gill Keeley from St Albans DC re landscape.  

2-Jun-09 Start of archaeological excavating 

3-Jun-09 
Met previous land owner Andrew Reid re archaeology works. Also met archaeologists 
doing the trenching works - progressing well 

8-12 Jun-09 
Woodland Discovery Days at Heartwood with 310 children and 51 adults from 10 schools 
over 12 sessions 

9-Jun-09 
Visit from Forestry Minister, Huw Irranca Davies. Very happy and supportive of the 
project. 

11-Jun-09 
On-site meeting with District Archaeologist and Heritage Network to discuss progress of 
trenching works - current finds, likely implications and way forward. 



13-Jun-09 
Held a consultation stall at Harpenden Common Discovery Day, lots of supportive interest 
and over 50 people signed up to become volunteers  

16-Jun-09 
Met David Burrows, farmer of neighboring Sandridgebury Farm to discuss parking issues. 
Talk given to Wheathampstead Enterprising Business group. 

22-Jun-09 

Met neighboring Nomansland Farm residents - gave general update on progress and 
discussed their requirements. Another meeting planned for August.  Also meeting with 
archaeologists for general update on trenching works. 

1-Jul-09 
Met PC Jos Bartlett and PC Christopher Stokes at Heartwood to discuss existing local 
problems, crime prevention and design considerations 

2-Jul-09 
Gave talk to Harpenden Probus, 40+ retired business men, very interested and supportive 
of project, interested in organizing a guided walk at Heartwood 

9-Jul-09 

Meeting with District and County archaeologists and Heritage Network to discuss the 
entire completed works and the way forward with the report write-up and mitigation 
methods. 

12-Jul-09 
Held a consultation stall at Wheathampstead Village Fair, busy day with lots of supportive 
and interested people, over 40 people signed up to become volunteers 

23-Jul-09 
Meeting with SADC interim head of planning, landscape officer and chief of corporate 
partnerships to update on Transprt and landscape issues. 

5-Aug-09 
Meeting with SADC engineers regarding preferred access routes and brown signage 
options. 
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Impact assessment     

  Context 

Within 
scope 
of EIA 

Assessment of 
impact ( +ve/-ve 
impacts). N.B. 
This is not an 
assessment of 
priority, but is 
an assessment 
of potential 
impact to the 
environment Explanation 

Historical and Cultural          

Archaeology 
Protection of underground 
archaeology YES HIGH 

Root and tree damage has 
potential to damage some 
underground archaeology. 
Woodland will also limit the 
potential for future archaeological 
investigation of the area. New 
archaeological information will be 
available for the district as a 
result of the project. We will be 
able to make new archaeological 
information available to a wider 
audience to appreciate through 
site information and 
interpretation. 

        

Soil inversion techniques for 
flower meadows will need to be 
considered in terms of 
underground archaeology 

Cultural land use Past use as orchards No   

Would be nice to reflect some 
past land use in design, but not a 
big impact on the environment. 
Good local project, and good 
local support 

  
Influence of past land use on 
habitat creation plans Yes Med 

Long history of arable farming. 
Interesting features which are 
important will be identified 
through landscape and 
archaeological work and 
retention where appropriate 
needs to be considered 

  
Coppicing of ASNW in terms 
of the historic environment no   

Not directly linked to 
Afforestation of surrounding land. 
Will be considered in long term 
management planning 



  
Past coppicing of ASNW in 
terms of Biodiversity No   

To be considered in 
management planning for whole 
site, but not considered 
significant in terms of 
afforestation. Linking and 
buffering of ASNW is considered 
positive benefit to ancient 
woodland irrespective of past 
management techniques as 
identified in local BAP targets for 
native woodland  

  

Management and future of 
hedgerows present within 
wooded environment Yes Low 

Historic presence of old hedge 
lines where significant may need 
to be considered where these are 
incorporated into woodland 
planting. 

  

Consider the setting of other 
nearby listed and important 
properties Yes High 

Permanent change in landscape 
character. 

Landscape 
Fit with local landscape and 
landscape characterization yes High 

Need to consider local landscape 
character, how this can be 
enhanced and be sympathetic to 
regional guidelines and local 
opinion. 

  
Consider local opinion of 
views from inside the site. yes High 

Protection of views currently 
available where identified, as well 
as providing new ones currently 
inaccessible. 

Flora and Fauna         

non-woodland habitat 
Need to consider open 
habitat in its own right. yes med 

Open space will undoubtedly be 
created as part of the project. 
Conversion from arable to semi 
natural habitat is predicted to 
have a positive biodiversity 
impact. 

  

Need to know significant 
open ground species 
present. yes high 

Important species need to be 
considered, including arable 
weeds, meadow species if 
present. 

Species 

Identification of species 
protected under European 
and UK law, and identified as 
having conservation 
requirements within UK and 
local Biodiversity Action 
Plans. yes high 

Site design and proposals will 
need to take into account any 
protected and important species 
of flora and fauna where they 
occur.  

Adjacent and local 
habitat 

Need to consider all adjacent 
and local habitat resources in 
design, in particular 
Nomansland common. yes med 

Need to look at impact on 
existing important habitat and 
look to consider potential 
expansion / enhancement of 
these. 



Deer management Consider impact of deer Yes Low 

Consider impact of potential 
increases in deer populations on 
adjacent population, roads, 
railway, and adjacent land use. 

New wildlife habitat 
Extensive new area of trees 
and associated habitats Yes med 

General positive impact of a 
woodland as opposed to existing 
arable land. The likely overall 
increase in biodiversity. 

Arboretum  

Consider having an 
arboretum somewhere on 
site no     

Population and 
Access         

Access groups 

Need to consider pressure 
and impact from horses and 
other specialist user groups, 
and needs to be balanced 
with pedestrian users and 
impacts on the site and 
wildlife interests. yes Med 

Heavy use could have negative 
impacts for sensitive areas. Need 
to consider potential for access 
for specialist user groups such as 
horse riders and cyclists. 

  

Need for a variety of access 
routes to accommodate 
different user groups No   

To be included in people 
engagement and access 
development plans 

  

consider not using stiles for 
access, BS5709 Standard for 
gaps, consider radar gates No   

To be included in people 
engagement and access 
development plans 

  Open up permissive routes no   
will be included as part of access 
plans 

  

Horse routes should link up 
Hertfordshire way to 
bridleway to nomansland no   

will be included as part of access 
plans, could offer routes for 
horses that take them off the 
highway 

  

Site needs to fit into wider 
access links and be 
accessible. yes high 

Important in assessing non-
motorized access to and from the 
forest. 

 

Need to consider if public 
transport is a viable option for 
visitors. Yes Med 

Will have an impact of visitor strategy 
and longer term partnership working 
and people engagement plans. 



 
Protection of areas sensitive to 
access pressures. Yes High 

Access in high concentrations in 'hot 
spots' could have a negative impact 
on valuable areas or disturbance of 
sensitive species. 

  

Need to consider access 
points  to adjoining access 
provisions such as footpaths, 
bridleways, Nomansland  
common YES low 

Links and enhancement of existing 
access provisions will be important to 
support green access, desire to see 
Heartwood Forest and Nomansland 
Common linked for access, as both 
will support overall visitor strategy for 
area. Heartwood Forest will have an 
impact in terms of visitor use and 
visitor management on Nomansland 
Common. 

Antisocial behavior 

Concern locally and from neighbors. 

Yes Med 

Recognized as a potential issue with 
encouraging visits. Impact of litter 
and also character of local area. 

Impact on adjacent 
properties 

Issues including security, 
privacy, buffer zones, light and 
views, impact of potential 
visitors. Yes Med 

Change of surrounding land use to 
properties will need to be considered 
both in terms of ensuring impact is 
limited as far as possible, and 
potentially how the setting may be 
enhanced by a woodland setting. 

Transport 
provide a range of cycling 
facilities no   

Will be included as part of access 
and people engagement plans. 
Specific assessment of impacts 
will be carried out for any 
proposed surfacing/structures 

 

Concern that visitor numbers will 
not be sustainable in terms of 
local road network and traffic 
congestion. Yes High 

Visitors and people engagement 
are a consideration to ensure 
that the local environment and 
amenity are not adversely 
affected, and where possible 
enhanced. 

 
Understand current traffic flow 
and congestion issues. Yes High 

Will be required as part of 
analysis for visitor and traffic 
management could offer 
solutions to speeding in the 
village and overflow in peak 
times of existing car parking. 

 
Assess need for car parking 
capacity. Yes High 

Will be required as part of 
analysis for visitor and traffic 
management. 

 

Need to have a strategy for 
visitor arrivals/parking for mass 
participation events. Yes High 

Will be required as part of 
analysis for visitor and traffic 
management. 



 Visitors crossing B652. Yes High 

By promoting access to the 
whole site, visitors may wish to 
cross the busy B652 which 
bisects the site. Will need to be 
considered in access and 
transport planning. 

 
Impact on tourism within the 
district. Yes Med 

District plans are in place to 
promote St Albans as a 
destination for tourists. 
Heartwood Forest can contribute 
towards this. 

Internal access 
provision 

Assessment of internal 
structures and impact. 
Consider use of 
environmentally friendly 
materials and peat -free 
planting stock. no   

Internal structures will be 
unknown at time of production of 
ES. Woodland Trust internal 
impact assessment will identify 
issues as part of standard 
working practice. Assessment for 
any significant infrastructure will 
be covered under our own 
internal processes as required by 
our Forest Stewardship Council  
(FSC) accreditation 

Education 

Long term schools 
involvement should be key 
as well as links to other 
education establishments no   

Will be included in ongoing 
people engagement plans 

Education 

Opportunity to offer 
educational material and 
provide information on site to 
inform visitors. yes low 

Building awareness locally and 
further afield as to why Heartwood 
Forest is important and part of our 
natural heritage, should help raise 
environmental knowledge and 
understanding, helping to protect the 
environment through future 
generations. 

food production Loss of arable land  yes Low 
Statement on Woodland Trust 
position required 

Air, soils and 
water         

  
Need to consider suitability 
of soils in habitat creation no   

Soil type may determine tree 
species selection or habitat 
creation type, but is not 
considered to be a significant 
impact on the environment. Soil 
type may influence the design, 
but ultimately no mitigation is 
required as soil types and depths 
will remain unchanged 

  
Geology needs to be 
considered yes low 

Tree planting will have little effect 
on Geology 

  
Hydrology needs to be 
considered 

yes 

Low 

Consider impact of trees on 
water table. Project area does 
not include any water courses or 
open water and will not produce 
contaminants, however trees and 
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woods can protect against soil 
run-off, can improve recharge of 
the water table (compared to 
arable) due to increased filtration 
rates, and can greatly reduce 
contamination of water by 
removing pollutants such as 
nitrates. Impact likely to be low 
as 20% of catchment area would 
be required to be planted to have 
a detectable impact. 
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