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ncient woodland is the UK’s richest wildlife
habitat, with one oak tree alone capable of
supporting thousands of species. Sadly, during

the last century, thousands of our ancient woods were
lost or damaged, with remnants of the unique
communities of plants, animals and fungi left clinging
to life in isolated pockets. So when the Woodland
Trust rescues and restores native woodland, it is not
only saving trees but also helping to safeguard the
wildlife species that rely on them – many of which are
rare and endangered.

Legacy woods (those acquired or maintained with
legacies left to the Trust) are home to their fair share
of woodland species at risk. This article takes a look at some
of the mammals under threat and is the first in an occasional
series highlighting the range of wildlife in our legacy woods.
All of the featured mammals are afforded varying degrees of
protection under legislation, including the Wildlife and

Countryside Act (1981)1; and all but the pine marten are also
listed as priority species in the UK Biodiversity action plan2. 
A deeper understanding of these vulnerable native species
demonstrates the vitally important role legacies play in
helping to conserve their native habitat.

Legacies to the Rescue

Rare and endangered species in our legacy woods

he pine marten (Martes martes) is
Britain’s second rarest carnivore
(the rarest being the wildcat). It’s

a predominantly arboreal (woodland-
living), cat-sized member of the weasel
family, with long, dark, chestnut-brown
fur, a long bushy tail, and a distinctive
creamy-yellow throat. Its preferred

The Pine Marten – 
rare and elusive

habitat is woodland and occasionally
moorland and rocky hillsides. 

Pine martens are very rare in England
and North Wales, although there may
still be isolated individuals present in
Northumberland and North Yorkshire.
They are, however, more prevalent in
the Scottish Highlands and Grampian,
with isolated populations in southern
Scotland. Pine martens have been
spotted in two of our legacy woods –
Glen Finglas in Stirling and Crinan in
Argyll & Bute. 

During the late 1800s and early 1900s,
pine martens were persecuted by
gamekeepers who trapped and killed
them for their rich fur. Destruction of
the pine martens’ natural habitat has
also contributed to their decline. With
an estimated population of only around
3,650 pine martens left in Britain – with
around 3,500 of those in Scotland and 50
in Wales – protecting their remaining
habitat is more important than ever. 

If a pine marten falls when
climbing, its supple body twists 
to land safely on all four feet 
from as high as 20 metres.
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Water Vole – 
UK’s fastest declining animal

ommonly called ‘water rats’, water
voles (Arvicola terrestris) are only
distantly

related to rats.
They have
rounder
noses than
rats, deep
brown fur,
chubby faces 
and short fuzzy ears;
and, unlike the rat, their tails, paws and
ears are covered with hair.

The water vole is the UK’s fastest
declining animal, with populations
falling by nearly 90 per cent since 1990.
It is now extinct over large areas of its
former range due to habitat disturbance
and loss, the introduced American mink,
pollution of watercourses and poisoning
by rodenticides. Water voles have been
spotted in Purton Wood in Swindon,
Wiltshire, on the banks of the River Ray.

Adult water voles are territorial
and will attack other voles that

invade their territory.
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Glen Finglas, Stirling – home to the pine martin and red squirrel
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hy, silent and secretive, the British
otter (Lutra lutra), is perhaps the
most elusive and mysterious of

British wild mammals and lives in
undisturbed rivers, streams and estuaries.
It’s a member of the mustelidae family
which also includes pine martens,
stoats, weasels, polecats and badgers.

They feed on fish, eels, molluscs and
crustaceans, also rabbits, frogs, ducks,
moorhens and snakes. A male or dog
otter can weigh up to 14kg (30lb), and
may claim as much as 20km (12.5 miles)
of river for his territory.

Formerly widespread throughout the
UK, by the 1960s the British otter was

heading towards extinction owing to

hunting, river pollution and habitat 

loss, and was effectively lost from

Midland and South-eastern counties 

of England by the 1980s. Populations

remain in Wales, South-west England

and much of Scotland. There is also 

a significant population of otters in

Northern Ireland. In addition to the

protection mentioned in the

introduction, the otter is also listed 

on the IUCN Red List3 as ‘Near

Threatened’. They can be found in

Crinan Wood in Argyll & Bute; Purton

Wood in Wiltshire; and Nidd Gorge 

in North Yorkshire – all legacy woods.

The Common
Dormouse – 
increasingly rare

he common dormouse (Muscardinus
avellanarius), also known as the
hazel dormouse, is in fact

becoming increasingly rare in Britain,
primarily due to the loss of coppiced
hazel woodland habitat and habitat
fragmentation. In addition to the
protection mentioned in the introduction,
the dormouse is also listed as ‘Near
Threatened’ on the IUCN Red List3.

Dormice have thick bushy tails and are
good climbers, spending much of their
time in the lower branches of trees and
shrubs, feeding on seeds, f lowers, fruits,
insects and nuts. During the day they
sleep in nests made from honeysuckle
bark, grass, moss and leaves. They can
be found in two legacy woods – East
Wray Cleave Wood in Lustleigh, Devon,
and Penn Wood in Buckinghamshire.

The Red Squirrel –
losing the fight?

he red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) is
native to Britain, but increasingly
in the last 50 years it has been

out-competed by the American grey
squirrel, usually being displaced
within 20 years of the
grey’s arrival in an area.
The red’s distribution
in the UK is now
largely confined to
Scotland, although
isolated populations
persist in parts of
England and Wales.
Habitat fragmentation is
also making some areas less
suitable for red squirrels, increasing

their vulnerability to displacement 
by the greys.

Only an estimated 161,000 red squirrels
are left in Britain, of which

30,000 are in England,
121,000 in Scotland, and

10,000 in Wales. A
number of our legacy
woods contain
populations of reds –
Miltonrigg and

Brothybeck in Cumbria;
Great Knott in the Lake

District; Crinan in Argyll &
Bute; Glen Finglas in Stirling; 

A mature otter can remain under
water for 4 minutes, reaching
speeds of 12km per hour; and 

can outrun man on land.

A squirrel weighs about the 
same as four Mars bars 

(275 – 300 gms).
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Dormice sometimes live in pairs,
are nocturnal and hibernate from

October to April.

British Otters – shy and mysterious

1 For full details of the Wildlife Countryside Act (1981) visit: jncc.gov.uk
2 UK Biodiversity Action Plan – the UK Government’s response to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Find out more at: www.ukbap.org.uk
3 A catalogue published by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), which assesses the conservation status 
of species, including listing rare species and those in danger of extinction.  Find out more at: www.iucnredlist.org
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and Glen Sherup in Glendevon, Perthshire.

9363_Wtrust  9/2/07  11:52 am  Page 3



udrey King has been a Woodland Trust
member for over 20 years but her
association with woodland goes back 

to 1942 when, aged 17, she volunteered for the
Women’s Timber Corps to help with Britain’s war
effort. No doubt her reminiscences of being a ‘Timber Jill’ will strike 
a chord with many of our members who vividly remember those days: 

“Forestry workers were called up for the forces and timber was urgently
needed for pit props for coal mines, rebuilding homes and later for mosquito
aircraft. Poorer quality wood was also used to make charcoal (for gunpowder,
gas masks and smoke screens), pulping, paper making and matches.

“We wore a similar uniform to the Land Army, but with boots, leggings and
a green beret. A wood owner could be paid either on standing timber, which
meant measuring every tree, or on felled timber which involved estimating
the number of trees and the different quarter girths. Although I had lived
in the country all my life, I became more aware of the f lowers, nests, and
the peacefulness of woodland. It was quite usual in the spring to see an
adder dozing in the sun at the foot of a tree, and once I watched and listened
to a nightingale singing in some hazel branches – a wonderful moment I
will never forget. The smell of the pines and the popping of the cones on 
a hot summer’s day were really enjoyable, and made the war seem far away.

“The summers never lasted long enough and soon the leaves turned colour
and started falling to form a crunchy carpet, and we picked up the nuts to
save towards Christmas. Even with no leaves and bare branches, the woods
were still lovely. 

At the end of the three and a half years, our jobs came to an end, but my
love of woodland continues to this day.”

Your page
Woodland reminiscences . . .nature photographs . . .poetry

Please keep sending us your contributions and a selection will be included in our next edition. Poetry
that doesn’t make it into Living Heritage is now displayed on a special area of our website – just visit
www.legacies.org. and click on the ‘pen’ icon on the                             page.

Audrey King, Timber Jill

Frosted leaves
Sent in by Jean Porter of Stoke Poges in

Buckinghamshire, a member since 1983.

Virgin snow, in drifts beneath the trees,
Lit by pale sunlight filtering 

through a net
Of leafless boughs, is rippled 

by the breeze
As snow should never be; yet
It lies full thick, and purely white.
For though the land is gripped in 

Winter’s vice
This snow is warmed to life by 

flowers of ice.

Each vibrant flake awakens every drift
As slender stems sway in the 

slightest air
That passes, and ten thousand 

chaste heads lift
To tell of coming Spring, and 

greening Earth, and fair
Warm days beyond dark Winter’s bite.
Sweet Maids of February, ever may 

you thrive
To make the winter woodlands 

come alive!

Winter WoodsWinter Woods

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f A
ud

re
y 

K
in

gMemories of a
Timber Jill

The Woods
Deep in the woods where 

the darkness dwells

I feel no fear nor dread,

I love the quiet and solitude

Beneath a canopy of gold and red.

The trees, so close, they shelter me

From the worst of wind and rain,

And yet between the branches

The solar rays still gleam.

The mossy floor, like Wilton pile

Cushions my every footfall;

I stay and watch, for just awhile

Leaves and pine needles in free fall.

Far below the sound of a bubbling stream,

This is indeed, a place to dream.
Allan Colman

Swanley, Kent, member since 2004

Joyce Varty
Fritchley, Derbyshire, member since 1997

Thank you for all the captions sent in
for our Red Squirrel picture in the last
issue. The winners are Meryl Roderick
and Michael Knight of Newport in
Gwent whose caption was:

Has Bill Oddie Gone Yet?’‘

CAPTION COMPETITION

4

Audrey King
Hayle, Cornwall, member since 1985
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hroughout 2006 and into this Spring, Penn Wood in

Buckinghamshire has been home to some inspiring

demonstrations, workshops and walks to celebrate art

in all its guises. The event, organised by Community Artist

Denise Simmons, included wood-turners demonstrating

ancient woodland crafts, a weaver and a sculptor working

with natural materials, poets and writers, artists, musicians, 

a f lintknapper*, 

a calligrapher and

a willow worker.

There was a real

buzz about the

place, and local

school children

and members of

the public enjoyed

the opportunity to see

and take part in some 

of the arts and crafts

inspired by woodland.

Penn Wood is one of

Britain’s last remaining

large areas of ancient

woodland, with rare

habitats and a host 

of threatened and

uncommon species. A

successful fundraising

appeal and five vital

legacies enabled us to 

save it from being turned into a golf course.

*someone who makes tools by hand out of stone and bone

Out and about
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Did you hear us on
Classic FM?

ou may have heard

the Woodland Trust’s

legacy messages on

Classic FM last August. 

Radio is a way of reaching

non-members who love

woodland and might be

willing to contribute to 

its future.

We were extremely

fortunate that Prunella Scales, one of the Trust’s staunchest

supporters, agreed to do the voice-over for the ‘memories’

ad, donating both her time and her skill to the Trust.

“I agreed to do the voice-over for the Woodland Trust

because I feel passionately about woodland. It’s horrifying

that so much has been lost in my lifetime – not just the

trees but the wildlife they support. Leaving a legacy to a

charity like the Woodland Trust is such an easy thing to do,

yet it can make a huge difference to the future of our

countryside and help keep it safe for generations to come.”

Prunella Scales

You can listen to our radio ads online at

www.legacies.org.uk

To find out about volunteering for the Woodland Trust, please

call 01476 581111 or email volunteering@woodland-trust.org.uk

Celebrating a century
oodland dedications are a wonderful way to mark
special occasions and it doesn’t get much more
special than celebrating a 100th birthday. Ann

Feltham’s daughter, Janice, set up a group fund for her
mother so friends and relatives could contribute towards the
dedication. She felt that dedicating woodland would not only
give her mother immense pleasure and satisfaction, but would
also help ensure that future generations have the opportunity
to experience the joy of woodland as her mother did.

Janice chose Gibbet Hill Wood in Coventry for the dedication
as her mother has fond memories of the area. The photograph
of Ann (see below) was taken on her birthday. The Daimler
that drove her to lunch once belonged to King George VI, and
she’s pictured with grandson Paul and his wife Tamara who had
just f lown in from their home in Los Angeles. And to top it
all, the sun shone too!

To find out more about woodland dedications, please take a look at the
enclosed booklet, or visit www.dedicatetrees.com; or you can telephone us
on 01476 581136, or email us at: dedicatetrees@woodland-trust.org.uk
We’d also welcome more stories like this.

ART IN PENN WOOD

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f J
an

ic
e 

W
oo

ln
ou

gh

Ph
ot

o:
St

el
la

 W
ill

ia
m

s

5

T

W

Prunella Scales

Y

9363_Wtrust  9/2/07  11:54 am  Page 5



Legacies in action

Five natural gems
Legacies from Woodland Trust supporters are helping to change the face of the countryside for
the better. Here we highlight five more woodland ‘gems’ that have benefited from legacy income:

t just over 5 hectares (14 acres), Brothybeck 
in Allerdale, Cumbria, may only be small,
but it’s beautifully formed. 

Highly visible in an agricultural landscape,
this natural oasis is a perfect place to find
tranquillity. Bisected by a gently f lowing stream, 
it is alive with birdsong, and f lowers bespeckle 
the woodland f loor in spring and summer. Common
spotted orchid, germander speedwell and foxglove can all be found, 

and the wet ground supports moisture-loving plants
such as creeping buttercup, wild gooseberry

and the fragrant honeysuckle. At least 17
varieties of tree play host to a vibrant

natural community, and fortunate
visitors may even catch a glimpse 
of a passing roe deer, hare 
or red squirrel.

A new legacy is helping us to 
care for the wood, ensuring 

that the non-native species 
which exist alongside the native remain under

control so the delicate natural balance is conserved.

Brothybeck
Where wildlife reigns supreme

Brothybeck, Cumbria

Common spotted orchid

Germander speedwell

t is the mix of wood ages that makes Londonthorpe, in Lincolnshire, so very
special. At its highest point, which is surrounded by mature woodland planted
in the 1850s, there are stunning panoramic views of the Lincolnshire

countryside. Many of the trees here have fallen due to storms and old age, with
the deadwood providing shelter and food for a huge variety of species.

With the help of a legacy, we have planted a new mix of
native trees to extend the wood. The mature hedgerows
nearby have enabled a rich ground f lora to colonise,
reminiscent of ancient woodland. Dogs mercury, cuckoo
pint and the delectably named enchanters nightshade
can all be found. And in October last year Woodland Trust staff and local school children sowed
wildf lower seeds and bluebells to create beautiful wildf lower meadows amongst the woodland 
as part of the innovative “Forest of Flowers” project.*

Londonthorpe is now a truly diverse landscape which blends with the Trust’s nearby Alma Wood
and the extensive grounds of the National Trust’s Belton Park.

* A Woodland Trust initiative in partnership with the environmental charity Landlife to improve biodiversity on 
former arable land.

Londonthorpe Wood
A captivating blend of old and new

Planting trees at Londonthorpe
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Londonthorpe Wood, 
Lincolnshire
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he Punchbowl is set in the sublime surroundings of
Brecon Beacons National Park, on the side of the
Blorenge Mountain in Monmouthshire. It is one of the

highest ancient semi-natural woods in Britain, offering
stunning views and an interesting variety of wildlife.

The wood takes its name from the steep-walled man-made lake
set dramatically into the mountainside. 

The wooded slopes are dominated by native broadleaf species and include beautifully gnarled pollarded beech trees – some of
which are over 200 years old and up to 6ft in diameter. 

A recent legacy will help us give this unique wood the specialist care it requires, from looking after the pollarded beeches to
planting new trees where needed.

The Punchbowl
A mountain rarity

ainault Forest near Romford in Essex is a wonderful ancient semi-natural woodland site
packed with wildlife. But it is only a shadow of its former self – a mere 113 hectares (280
acres) of what was, until around 150 years ago, a vast hunting forest. It all changed in 1851

when in just six weeks almost 3,000 acres were destroyed following an Act
of Parliament, and the land converted to farmland. More than 100,000

oak, hornbeam and other trees were literally grubbed out.

In 1999, part of the site was acquired by the Woodland Trust and is
slowly being rejuvenated, and in Spring 2006 we also acquired
Havering Park Farm – once part of the forest – increasing the size of

Hainault Forest by half as much again. A vital legacy will enable us to aid Hainault’s f lora and
fauna to spread into the new extension; and local schoolchildren will help to plant new trees. A new

generation is now part of this great forest’s history and future.

Hainault Forest Extension
A history re-made

Hainault Forest, Essex

teeped in history, this wonderful ancient woodland
is situated just 13 miles from London. Joydens is the
last surviving remnant of a wood that has existed

since at least the 1600s. Situated near Dartford in Kent,
one of the most populated counties in the UK, the land
has been well used by people for many hundreds of

years. Evidence of human habitation stretching as far
back as Iron Age times can be seen in the earth
banks, and perhaps the most notable is the

‘Faeston Dic’ (a dyke with Scheduled Ancient Monument status*) which helped the
Anglo Saxon settlers keep the marauding Romano-British Londoners out of Kent.

In the 1950s, the wood was planted with non-native conifers which, if left, could jeopardise
the survival of an irreplaceable and fragile ecosystem. Legacy income enabled us to give nature

a helping hand by thinning the conifers that prevent sunlight reaching the woodland f loor. Remnant f lora, including 
well-loved species such as bluebell and lily-of-the-valley, are already starting to reassert themselves. Joydens is a wonderful
example of how mankind and nature can live in harmony, side by side.

*A Scheduled Ancient Monument is a protected archaeological site or historic building in the UK considered to be of national importance and defined in 
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 and (in England) the National Heritage Act 1983.

Joydens Wood
An urban wonder

Joydens Wood, Kent

The Punchbowl, Monmouthshire
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hen Barbara Midgley pledged to
leave the Trust a legacy in her
will, her covering note was so

interesting that we simply had to meet her.
Barbara, it seems, is a lady of letters. Lots of
them! For 25 years she taught both Latin and
Greek at Stamford High School in Lincolnshire,
where she became head of classics and was in
charge of external exams. In her spare time she created
puzzles and wrote gardening and natural history articles
for magazines. Nowadays, devising puzzles is her main
occupation, and she’s very good at it!

It was in 1978 that Barbara’s classics background merged
with her love and knowledge of plants when she provided

the details on classical and medieval
horticultural practices for Anthony
Huxley’s book: ‘An Illustrated History

of Gardening’. She also wrote and
illustrated her own book on wild f lowers
in the ‘How and Why Wonder Book’ series.

Further evidence of Barbara’s love of
nature is to be found in her lovely

garden where a blackbird she reared in a
hanging basket f lies in to her call and feeds

on porridge oats. There’s also a wood pigeon
that likes nothing better on hot days than to lie 

on its back in the bird bath, waggling its feet-something
which, on the scorching day of our visit, we

would dearly have liked to have done ourselves!

And then of course, there are the puzzles –
hundreds, if not thousands of them –
which Barbara has been compiling for
over thirty years for UK and US outlets. 

We sat on the f loor surrounded by a huge
array of magazines with everything from

crosswords to word searches, number games
to original format puzzles.

As we talked, Barbara explained that she had
left the Trust an unrestricted legacy so it

can be used wherever the need is
greatest – though she hoped it would be
many years before we received it! She

was also in the process of varying her
late mother’s will, so that money

Barbara had been bequeathed
could be diverted straight
to charitable causes. 

Pledger profile

A LADY OF LETTERS

1 2

3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

ACROSS:
1. Willow songster
3. Basket willow    
5. Ermine
7. Pine wood brain-like 

brown fungus
10. Oaks and alders
11. Group of foxes
12. Deciduous conifers

�

DOWN:
1. Gorse or furze
2. Ivy’s aerial clinger
3. Baby hooter
4. Gregarious crows
5. Ash keys
6. Bole
8. Fir or pine board
9. Aphids

A more detailed explanation about
Deeds of Variation can be found

on page 12. We asked Barbara
why she had chosen the Woodland

Trust to leave her legacy to, and she
said it was because we care about the

same things as she does – trees and
wildlife: “…the Woodland Trust
was the natural place for me to
leave a legacy in my will. Trees
support our lives and we
should support theirs.” A kind 
and generous thought from a fascinating lady.

If you have left a legacy to the Woodland
Trust in your will and, like Barbara, are
willing to share your story with us, we’d
love to hear from you. Legacies large and
small are of vital importance to the Trust
and real stories help us to relay the
legacy message to others who may be
considering such a generous act.

Try Barbara’s puzzle below which she created specially 
for Living Heritage. Answers are on page 12

Nature Trail
Solve the clues and discover the jumbled name of 

a woodland flower in the circles.What is its common name?
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Ononis repens
Rest-Harrow

Medicago sativa
Lucerne

Cirsium vulgare
(c. lanceolatum)
Spear thistle

Serratula tinctoria
Saw-wort

Centaurea scabiosa
Great Knapweed

Lotus corniculatus
Bird’s-foot Trefoil
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Questionnaire about Living Heritage
CONFIDENTIAL AND ANONYMOUS

We would love to hear what you think about Living Heritage and would be very grateful if you could
spare a few minutes to complete this questionnaire. Your opinions are valuable to us and will help us
to shape the content and design of future editions.

Q.1 Do you like the general look of this issue?  YES/NO (please circle one only)

If No, please give brief details why: ..................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Q.2 Please put the following in order of preference with 1 being most preferred, and 5 being 
least preferred:

Article on rare and endangered species _

Personal stories _

Your Page _

Legal advice and Q & A _

Five Natural Gems

If you would like to give reasons, please do so here: ......................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Q.3 Is the length of the newsletter (please tick ONE box only):

a) About right? _

b) Too long? _

c) Too short?

Q.4 Bearing in mind that Living Heritage is the Trust’s legacy newsletter, did you find the level of 
reference to legacies in general (please tick ONE box only): 

a) Too little? _

b) About right?

c) Too much? _

Q.5 Which item(s) in this edition did you find most interesting?

Please give brief details why:..............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Q.6 Which item(s) in this edition did you find least interesting?

..........................................................................................................................................................

Please give brief details why: ............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................

side 1

9
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Questionnaire about Living Heritage
Q.7 Would you like more or fewer pictures?  MORE/FEWER (please circle one only)

Q.8 Do you have any suggestions for ways of improving the newsletter? YES/NO (please circle one only)

If Yes, please give brief details ..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................

Q.9 Do you receive legacy information from other organisations?  YES/NO (please circle one only)

If Yes, please list the organisations and what TYPE of dedicated legacy material was sent 

(e.g. letter, newsletter, etc):

Additional comments if you wish to give them: ............................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................

Q.10 Do you think that Living Heritage is a good way of showing how important legacies are in the 

work of the Trust?  YES/NO (please circle one only)

Q.11 Would you like to receive Living Heritage more than once a year?  YES/NO (please circle one only)

Q.12 Have the articles in Living Heritage inspired you to consider leaving a legacy to the 

Woodland Trust?  YES/NO (please circle one only).

[If yes, please don’t forget to fill out and send off the pledge form enclosed with the pack. This places 
you under no obligation whatsoever and is not binding in any way, but it does help us plan for the future.]

Thank you so much for your valued opinions. 
Please return the questionnaire to us by 31st March 2007 

in the FREEPOST envelope provided, or post it to: 

The Woodland Trust, Autumn Park, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LL.

�

side 2

10

ORGANISATION TYPE OF LEGACY
HOW DOES LIVING

HERITAGE COMPARE? 
(please circle one only)

Better/About the same/Worse

Better/About the same/Worse

Better/About the same/Worse

Better/About the same/Worse
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ast year Living Heritage reminded
readers about the importance 
of keeping a will up-to-date to

keep abreast of life changes such as
divorce, new marriage, civil
partnerships, the birth of a
grandchild, etc. The article showed
that failing to do so could mean that
those you want to benefit miss out
altogether, and others who you
wouldn’t want to benefit may 
receive part or all of your estate.

Having an updated, current will is vital
for everyone but depending on your
personal circumstances it may not be
the only document you need to keep
up-to-date to ensure that all your
financial matters are covered.  

If you are a member of a company pension scheme, it’s very
likely that you completed an Expression of Wish form when
you joined, naming the beneficiary(ies) you would like to
receive a lump sum in the event of your death (commonly
a spouse or relative but increasingly a charity). This lump
sum is commonly known as a ‘death grant’ and is not
controlled by your will. It relates to the life assurance
element of the pension scheme (or the death in service
scheme if your employer offers this cover) and is paid out
under a discretionary trust by the Trustees of the Scheme. 

This ‘death
grant’ can equal
up to four times
your annual
salary if you’re
still paying into
the scheme
when you die,
but could be

paid on a reducing scale if death occurs within five years
(and occasionally 10 years) of drawing on the pension
depending on the type of scheme. You could have joined the
scheme 20, 30 or even 40 years before and may not even
remember completing the form, and your circumstances
may have changed considerably since then. Your stated
beneficiary(ies) may have died, you may have re-married,
your spouse may now be adequately provided for by your
on-going pension and not require the lump sum payment
– or perhaps your charitable affiliations have changed. 

If you have kept your Expression of Wish form up-to-date,
well done – you obviously have your finger on the
financial pulse and know your FTSE from your DOW JONES.
If you haven’t up-dated it recently, and we have galvanised
you into action, please remember that you can list more
than one beneficiary on the form and state the proportion
of the life insurance benefit to be paid to each. More and
more people are choosing to remember a charity in this
way, and such a simple act as including the Woodland
Trust on your Expression of Wish form can have far-
reaching benefits
for Britain’s
wildlife and
woodland
heritage in the
event of your
untimely death.

Legal matters

Express yourself 
A look at ‘Expression of Wish’ forms
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If you are interested in finding out more about Expression of
Wish forms and how to change them, you should contact your
pension fund administrator or Trustees, or visit the
government’s advisory website: www.direct.gov.uk and in the
search facility type ‘company pension when you die’which will
lead you to the relevant page. 
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Are YOU willing to save a wood?
This newsletter shows the very real difference legacies can make. If you are now considering remembering 

the Woodland Trust in your will – thank you. We would be grateful if you could fill in the pledge form enclosed. 
It is not binding in any way but it does help us plan for the future.

Copyright ' 2007 The Woodland Trust. Registered Charity No. 294344.The Woodland Trust logo is a registered trademark. Printed on 100% recycled paper. 3337/01/07

Contact us
Contact us for our free comprehensive brochure which explains the will-making process step by step, translates legal
jargon into everyday language and gives real examples of what legacies have enabled the Woodland Trust to achieve.

Write to: The Legacy Team, The Woodland Trust, Autumn Park, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LL

Telephone: 01476 581129 or 581151 Email: legacies@woodland-trust.org.uk

The Woodland Trust
(Registered office)
Autumn Park,
Dysart Road,Grantham,
Lincolnshire NG31 6LL

Tel: 01476 581111
Fax: 01476 590808

The Woodland Trust
Scotland

Glenruthven Mill,
Abbey Road, Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1DP

Tel: 01764 662554
Fax: 01764 662553

The Woodland Trust 
in Northern Ireland

1 Dufferin Court,
Dufferin Avenue, Bangor,
Co Down BT20 3BX

Tel: 028 9127 5787
Fax: 028 9127 5942

The Woodland Trust
Wales (Coed Cadw)

Uned B,
Yr Hen Orsaf, Llanidloes,
Powys SY18 6EB

Tel: 01686 412508
Fax: 01686 413284

www.legacies.org.uk
Why not have a look at our simple guide to making a will by visiting our website at
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What is a Deed of Variation?

It is a legal document that allows
the terms of a will to be varied
after the testator s death. All 
the beneficiaries must be in
agreement, and if children are
beneficiaries, an application 
must be made to the courts 
for consent to be obtained on
their behalf.

Why would I want to change
the terms of a will that I am
going to benefit from?

There are several reasons to vary
the terms of a will:

To save on Inheritance Tax 
or Capital Gains Tax

To provide for someone 
left out of a will

To make financial provision 
for someone not adequately 
provided for in a will

To alter interests under 
a will (e.g. percentages)

To resolve any issue that is 
unclear, uncertain, or a 
defect in a will

Q
A

How could a Deed of Variation
help reduce Inheritance Tax?

If an estate is worth more than
£285,000 (the 2006/2007 nil-band
threshold), it may be liable for
inheritance tax at 40% on
everything above that figure.
Depending on the estate,
beneficiaries may be able to
reduce this tax liability by
diverting money to a tax-exempt
beneficiary, such as a charity,
provided the Deed of Variation is
done within two years of the
testator s death.

Advice column

Q

A

Q

A

Answers to puzzle on page 8
Flower revealed: ANEMONE (common name:Windflower)

I already have enough money
for my needs.Would I be able to
vary the terms of the will so that
a charity can receive all or part
of what has been left to me?

Yes, this is a common reason why
people use a Deed of Variation.

Can I undertake the Deed of
Variation myself?

We always recommend that you
seek professional independent
advice when considering a Deed
of Variation.
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Trenant Wood in Cornwall where a Deed of Variation helped with tree planting
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Helen Billing
Senior Legal Officer 
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ACROSS: 1.Warbler  3. Osier  5. Stoat  7.Morel  10.Trees  11. Skulk  12. Larches

DOWN: 1.Whin  2. Root  3. Owlet  4. Rooks  5. Seeds  6.Trunk  8. Deal  9. Bugs
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